ANNOUNCING THE RELEASE OF ESCAPE GREENLAND
Book #2 in The Wonder List Adventures: An adrenaline pumping, humor-filled icy ride for middle grade readers.

April 1, 2021 - Tumblehome is pleased to present Escape Greenland, a novel of adventure, humor and science for ages 8-12.
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Award-Winning, Middle School Teacher Susan Tate says:
"This book takes the adrenaline level of Escape Galapagos and dials it up to 10! Ezzy and Luke's Greenland adventure will have your palms sweating and your heart pounding from the first chapter. Racing alongside Ezzy and Luke as they try to stave off an ice-melting disaster in Escape Greenland, young readers will feel empowered to take action against climate change in their own communities."

Kathy Dobbin and grandson Hugo:
“We are sad because we enjoyed it so much and now what are we going to read after such an exciting story!!!?? It was a real page turner from beginning to end and we enjoyed all the adventures.”


Ezzy Skylar, her brother Luke, and their father embark on a trip to number two on her deceased mother’s wonder list—Greenland’s Kangia Icefjord. While worrying that she didn’t inherit her mother’s gene for adventure, Ezzy and her family become embroiled in a dangerous plot. A flight across an obstacle course of icebergs, some hungry humpback whales, and a wild kayak ride atop a river inside a glacier will test Ezzy’s bravery and lead to an astonishing discovery.





ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dr. Ellen Prager is a marine scientist and author, widely recognized for her expertise and ability to make science entertaining and understandable for people of all ages. She currently works as a freelance writer, consultant, Chief Scientist for StormCenter Communications, and science advisor to Celebrity Cruises in the Galapagos Islands. She was previously the Chief Scientist for the Aquarius Reef Base program in Key Largo, Florida and the Assistant Dean at the University of Miami’s Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science. Dr. Prager has built a national reputation as a scientist and spokesperson, serving as a consultant for the Disney movie Moana and appearing on The Today Show, Good Morning America, CBS Early Show, CNN, Fox News, The Weather Channel, and Discovery Channel. She is the author of numerous popular science books and the successful Tristan Hunt and the Sea Guardians series of middle-grade adventure novels.

Praise for Book #1: Escape Galapagos

“A suspenseful tour for nature-loving middle graders." (Adventure. 9-13) —Kirkus Reviews

"Dr. Prager is a scientist and an author, so she creates exciting stories and backs everything up with science and an understanding of nature and marine life, plus a genuine love and concern for our world that becomes contagious." —Rosemary Kiladitis

"Dr. Prager writes fantastic kid-friendly action stories. […] Kids who like animals or any of the Tristan Hunt books will love Escape Galápagos. Did I mention the animals are fantastic? I thought I could reach out and touch them." —Sue Morris

“I read Escape Galapagos with my 5th grader students, and every single student loved the story! We are anxiously awaiting the next Wonder List adventure from Dr. Prager.” —Amazon reviewer

“There are not enough good things I can say about this novel! As a third-grade teacher at an environmentally focused school, I was struggling to find an engaging end of year book to share with my class during our Coronavirus digital learning days. I needed something that would capture their attention with the added bonus of teaching them a thing or two. Enter Escape Galapagos into my life. The thick plot and well-developed characters lent themselves to exploring a range of literary elements while the vocabulary and figurative language challenged them to broaden their own vocabulary. My students loved learning about the unique animals of the Galapagos and exploring the volcanos!” —Amazon reviewer

“SUCH a fun read, with lots of learning woven in! As a marine biology K-12 teacher, I absolutely love the way Dr. Prager has so richly blended science & nature with the wild ride of Ezzy's experience of the Galapagos Islands. It transports the reader to a place full of adventure, all through the lens of an unsure girl (Ezzy) who is petrified of the wild critters! The characters, plot, and overcoming of fear create a depth to the story, and the seamless learning throughout makes me happy too. The creatures who are encountered are often described with a laugh-out-loud anecdote, and there's lots of humor as well as an on-the-edge-of-your-seat feeling that keeps the chapters flying. Beautifully written, and the science/environment content is so well communicated, making it a definite mainstay in my library for kids. I also love the "Real vs. Made Up" section at the end that further highlights some of the science content. I'm very glad to have this book to share with students and family too!” —Amazon reviewer






Interview with the Author

1. Why did you choose Greenland and the Kangia Icefjord for book 2 in the series?

Two reasons: my visit there a few years ago—astonishing, and climate change. While doing research for a popular science book, I visited Ilulissat, Greenland and the Kangia Icefjord on the recommendation of scientists studying the nearby glacier and ice shelf. From the flight over Greenland’s gigantic ice sheet and sediment-striped glaciers to hiking out to the iceberg-laden fjord, a kayak trip among more icebergs, and exploring the local village, it was a mesmerizing and life-changing experience. I wanted to share some of what I experienced with the readers. Add to that, climate change is one of the biggest crises of our times and no place can it be better seen and understood than at the melting, calving, and retreating glacier near Ilulissat. It is important for young readers to learn about climate change and this provided a fun and exciting way to do it.  

2. What do you like about writing for kids? (How have you found your evolution from scientist to writer?)

Writing for kids, especially middle graders, has been one of the most rewarding aspects of my career. Seeing the smiles of readers, getting hugs, gushing emails from parents and educators, and being passed secrets notes and toys at events has been a surprise and enormously inspiring. I have been especially pleased with the overwhelming positive response, particularly from reluctant or struggling readers. Even in the midst of the pandemic, I feel great that I’ve been able to help some educators and parents engage their students through reading and during virtual events. Middle grade is a very important age not only to begin a life of literacy, but also to inspire interest and understanding in science and nature—and I hope my books can do both those things. 

3. What aspects of climate change do you cover in the book?

Much of the action takes place in and around a glacier, ice shelf, and fjord. Underlying the story is the concept of how climate change is causing the rapid melting of large ice masses through surface melting, calving of large ice shelves (creating icebergs and even tsunamis), and melting from below by warm ocean water (submarine melting). In addition, the impacts of climate change to communities in the Artic are also mentioned with regard to how permafrost thaw and thinning ice damage roads and infrastructure as well as cultural traditions. 

4. The main character Ezzy is afraid of wild animals. Where did that part of the story come from?

In my work in the Galapagos Islands, I come across quite a few people who are fearful of animals, surprisingly. This includes my niece, who has a bit of a bird phobia. I brought her to the Galapagos assuring her that the birds never get too close. Of course, on the very first zodiac ride to go hiking a mockingbird landed on her head and then pooped on her backpack upon taking off. Luckily, she was a good sport about it. I also like having my characters work to overcome fear, nervousness, or some sort of challenge. It is important for kids to see that we all face obstacles and fears and can work to overcome them. 

5. Why is humor a big part of your books?

I love to laugh and believe laughter is simply good for the soul at all ages. It also helps to engage readers and make reading fun. It even helps when educating people about science, which isn’t usually associated with humor. One of my favorite scenes is at the end of book when the Skylar family goes on a celebratory planet hike. It was modeled after a hilarious planet hike I did in Anchorage Alaska—I’m still laughing. 

6. What is the Real vs Made-Up section in the back of the books?

In the back of each book is a section entitled, Real vs Made-Up. Here I pose specific things that happen in the book or in the setting, and ask the reader whether it is based on real science or something I made up (answers are provided). It was so popular with readers and audiences in Escape Galapagos that I expanded it in Escape Greenland. 
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