Common Ground on Climate Change

Thank you for your interest in fostering better conversations about controversial topics. This project is a series of interviews between people who bring different perspectives to the dialog around climate change. The interviews will be held online using video-conferencing and will be recorded. Excerpts from the interviews will become part of a series of articles for Yale Climate Connections. 

This screening form is used to:
· Find people who are willing to take part in an interview.
· Identify people’s values, opinions, and perspectives on climate change.

Based on the pool of people who respond, I will select pairs of people who have different outlooks. This is not about evaluating ‘believers’ or ‘deniers,’ or having ‘red team, blue team’ debates. Instead, it’s about finding ways to discuss complex issues where we disagree, and doing so in a way that reveals common ground and seeks solutions, rather than widening the gulf between people. 

Your responses to this screening form will be kept confidential. If you are selected for an interview, then some of your responses may become part of the story. You will be given an opportunity to edit the information I use. I’m certainly not out to make anyone look bad!

If you’d like to be part of the pool for interviews, fill out the questions below and send this file back to me. If you are selected, there will be one more round of short questions before the interview.

Thank you!
- Karin Kirk



Step 1. Biographical questions.

Tell us a little bit about yourself. Type your answers on this page, then save the file and email it back to me (karinkirk@gmail.com).

Name (First name only is fine if you would prefer to remain confidential)

Age

Where do you live? (Again, no need to be specific – just give a sense of your geographic area or state.)

What is your job?

What’s your favorite thing to do with free time?


Do you consider yourself a spiritual person? How does your faith influence your life?


Do you vote? Do you follow politics? What types of issues are the most meaningful to you? 



Step 2. Values questions. Column A and column B contain statements that are opposite from each other. Which side is closer to your views? Type an X in the box that matches your views most closely.


	
	A
	
	B

	1
	Government regulation of industry usually does more harm than good.
	1
Agree strongly with column A


	2
Agree somewhat with column A


	3
Neutral



	4
Agree somewhat with column B


	5
Agree strongly with column B


	Government regulation of industry is necessary to protect the public interest.

	2
	Stricter environmental laws and regulations are usually worth the cost.
	1

	2

	Neutral

	4

	5

	Stricter environmental laws and regulations usually cost too many jobs and hurt the economy.

	3
	Humans are having a significant negative impact on the Earth.
	1

	2

	Neutral

	4

	5

	Humans are too insignificant to have adverse effects on the Earth.

	4
	Environmental problems are often exaggerated.
	1

	2

	Neutral

	4

	5

	Environmental problems are often a serious threat.

	5
	I generally trust what scientists are telling us about how humans are affecting the planet
	1

	2

	Neutral

	4

	5

	I don’t tend to trust what scientists are telling us about how we are affecting the planet.

	6
	Climate change won’t have a negative impact on my life.
	1

	2

	Neutral

	4

	5

	Climate change will impact my life in a negative way (or is already). 

	7
	Solutions to climate change will be beneficial.
	1

	2

	Neutral

	4

	5

	Solutions to climate change will be harmful.

	8
	Earth’s resources are for our benefit and are meant to be used freely.
	1

	2

	Neutral

	4

	5

	Earth’s resources are to be cared for and protected, and should be used carefully.

	9
	Corporate interests should have a prominent role in setting government policy and regulation.
	1

	2

	Neutral

	4

	5

	Corporate interests should have no role in setting government policy and regulation. 






Step 3. Take the Global Warming’s Six America’s quiz. http://uw.kqed.org/climatesurvey/ (17 questions)
Circle the result you got

	Alarmed
	Concerned
	Cautious
	Disengaged
	Doubtful
	Dismissive



Does your result fit you? Why or why not?


My main question about climate change/global warming is ________________________________________


Any other comments or concerns?



Next steps

[bookmark: _GoBack]Save this file and email it back to me at karinkirk@gmail.com (or send it back in a Facebook message). 

I’ll be compiling a list of interested people and selecting pairs of people with different outlooks. The interviews will be done from now through October. I will be in touch with you if you are selected. 

If you get selected, I’ll send you the biographical information from your interview partner, and then another short set of questions. Then we’ll be ready to talk to each other in person!

Thanks so much for taking part! I am looking forward to learning about your perspective on these topics. 


Thanks!
- Karin Kirk
karinkirk.com
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