Evaluation of Environment Articles
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The following table has been synthesized from the work of Marie A. Boyle, Personal Nutrition, 2001, Wadsworth and Joseph D. Novak and D. Bob Gowin, Learning How to Learn, 1984, Cambridge University Press.  Use the following criteria to critique nutrition articles.

	General Evaluation Criteria
	Details

	Clarity
	•  Type, double-spaced, stapled

•  Name, Course, Page number on each page

•  Include copy of page 1 of article after article review

	Accuracy/ Authority

•  Publication Title, quality

•  Author and credentials
	•  Is the publication primary or secondary literature?

•  Is the publication peer-reviewed (See Appendix A for assistance.)

•  Ph.D., MD, RD?



	Research Design 

• type of research

• characteristics of research subjects

• size of study

•  time span
	• Is it a case study, field study, or computer modeling?

• How extensive is the study?

   Space area? Number of plots? Organisms?

• What was the length of time of the study?

   Number of repetitions?

	Objectivity/ Bias Check

• Money

• Research design issues
	• Who supported the research: government, university, industry?

•  If intervention study, is the experimental group matched with a control group?

•  Do the data support the claims?

	Currency

• Date of publication
	• Is it recent (last five years)?

•  Is it outdated and using old research methods?

• Is it “pioneer” cutting edge or more “consensus” science with much replicability and scientific community support?

	Conclusion

•  Does the article influence you to change or share the findings with others?
	• Do you reject or conditionally accept the claims in the article?  Justify your position.


