Evaluation of Web Sites
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The following table has been synthesized from Teaching undergrads WEB evaluation: A guide for library instruction by Jim Kapoun (http://www.ala.org/acrt/undwebev.html) and 100+ Great Sites Selection Criteria by the first ALSC Children and Technology Committee (http://www.alaorg/parentspage/greatsites/criteria.html). 

Use the following criteria to create your website reviews:

	1.  Clarity
	•  Type, double-space, staple

•  Name, Course, Page number on each page

	2. Accuracy/Authority of Web Documents

  •  title of website

  •  website address (URL)

  •  purpose of document

  •  author and credentials

  •  publisher and credentials

  •  institutional domain of document 
	• Is the purpose to entertain, persuade, educate, or sell?

•  does the author provide e-mail or contact address/phone number?

•  Distinguish between author and webmaster.

•  Ph.D., MD. are the best credentials for environmental science articles

•  Is it from a peer-reviewed journal?

• Domains include:

     edu(colleges and universities)

     gov (federal agencies)

     org (often non-profit organizations)

     com (commercial businesses) Beware of                          advertising and bias at .com sites.

	3. Objectivity of Web Documents

  •  What claims are made by the author?

  •  Are claims backed up by evidence?

  •  Is a bibliography of additional references included?

  •  Are any opinions expressed by the author?

  •  How detailed is the information?  Is it appropriate for a college introductory course?
	•  Is the page masking advertising?

  (Test for "infommercial"  signs.)

•  Describe the research design (case, epidemiological, intervention, field, modeling); size and description of characteristics of experimental and control groups, if any

•  Check for bias: who paid for the research; do the data support the claims; single- or double-blind design?

	4. Currency of Web Documents

  •  When was it produced?

  •  When was it updated?

  •  How up-to-date are links?
	•  How many dead links are on the page?

•  Are the links updated regularly? (Last updated dated is a plus.)

•  Is the information outdated?

	5. Coverage/Design of the Web Documents

  •  Is there balance of text and images?

  • Is there a search engine (especially on an information-rich site)?

•  Is loading time short and navigating easy?

•  Are interactive features explained clearly?

•  Are there fees or requests for personal information?
	•  How much are you missing if the site requires special software?

•  Are the graphics relevant and appropriate?

	6.  Conclusion: a worthwhile site?

•  Summarize strengths.

•  Summarize weaknesses.


	•  Credentialed author from preferred domain with intent to educate; documented research to support claims;current with supporting links and graphics and easy navigability


