
The War On Coal Is STILL A Myth 

While communities across the country face the devastating impacts of climate change, including se-
rious health risks and catastrophic extreme weather events, big polluters, industry-backed groups 
and climate deniers in Congress continue to wage their polluter protection campaign.  

With their relentless obstruction, climate deniers in Congress and in state capitols are sentencing 
Americans to a life of poor health and economic stagnation. 

The need to build a clean energy economy has been clear for generations. Instead of investing in the 
transition to clean, safe energy sources, climate deniers in Congress are pushing the Tea Party policy 
of blocking any public health safeguards promoted by the Environmental Protection Agency, including 
blocking the first-ever limits on carbon pollution from power plants. They call it a “War on Coal.” 

Here is the reality: the so-called “War on Coal” is a STILL a myth.  

Coal’s Woes Began Long Before Obama 
According to an October 31, 2013 National Journal report: “But for all the rage over Obama's envi-
ronmental agenda, mining jobs began disappearing in the region long before he entered the White 
House, for reasons that have nothing to do with regulations now coming out of Washington.” !
According to data from the Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA):  

• From 1983-1989, the so-called Reagan Revolution era, combined coal jobs in West Virginia and 
Kentucky fell from 79,000 to 64,000 [National Journal, 10/31/13].  

• From 1990-1994, under President George H.W. Bush, coal jobs in those two states fell to 
56,000 and by the end of the Clinton Administration, coal jobs in those two states had 
fallen to 33,000. [National Journal, 10/31/13]. 

By Comparison, West Virginia And Kentucky Coal Jobs Have Been Stable During The Obama Ad-
ministration 
According to the Mine Safety and Health Administration, in 2009, there were just under 43,000 coal 
miners in Kentucky and West Virginia combined. In 2012, the latest year for which MSHA has final 
data, the count totaled just over 41,000 [National Journal, 10/31/13]. !
What The Coal Industry Doesn’t Want You To Know: They Are Using Fewer Miners 
While coal jobs have been reduced by half since 1983, coal production in Kentucky and West Virginia 
has held steady – with 245 million short tons in 1983 to 240 short tons in 2011. Mining companies are 
using machines and technology and new techniques like mountain top removal and FEWER ACTUAL 
MINERS to produce coal [National Journal, 10/31/13]. !
Remaining Miners Are Earning More  
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, in 2012 the average miner was earning $85,000. [Nation-
al Journal, 10/31/13]. !
Is It A “War on Coal” Or Is It A Free Market?  
According to National Journal, they [industry] face “a new hurdle that had not yet fully taken off in 
the early 2000s. Today, they face stiffer competition from natural gas, which is both more abundant 
and less expensive due to the fracking boom [National Journal, 10/31/13].” !
Coal Miners Know The War On Coal Is A Myth . . . Even If Their Bosses Don’t! 
"It has been clear that we needed to be building a new economy here in the coalfields for genera-
tions, yet our political leaders have done little or nothing to help us prepare for the inevitable 
transition." — Retired coal miner Carl Shoupe [The Hill, 10/30/13]  
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"These claims are nothing but a distraction from the real needs of coal communities...in a district 
represented by some of the most powerful politicians in Washington D.C., one-third of our children 
live in poverty and we rank 435th in combined quality of life indicators. It's time to try something 
new." -- Retired coal miner Carl Shoupe [The Hill, 10/30/13] 

“The war on coal is nothing more than a smokescreen designed to keep us from seeing the true chal-
lenges and real opportunities in communities like mine.” – Retired coal miner Carl Shoupe [The Hill, 
10/30/13] 

“The coal industry has been leaving Appalachia and Eastern Kentucky for decades. In 1980 there 
were more than 34,000 coal miners working in Eastern Kentucky. By 1990, that number was down to 
25,000 despite a production peak. Fewer than 8,000 jobs remain today — the lowest since 1927 —and 
continue to fall.” – Retired coal miner Carl Shoupe [The Hill, 10/30/13] !
If Climate Deniers Care About Jobs And Economic Growth, They Should Invest In Clean Energy  
According to a March 2014 report by Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2), more than 78,600 clean en-
ergy and clean transportation jobs were announced in 2013 at 260 projects tracked by the nonparti-
san business group. Over the past two years combined, E2 has tracked more than 500 clean energy 
project announcements that could create more than 186,500 jobs. Clean energy jobs could benefit 
from the introduction of the first-ever limits on carbon pollution from power plants. [Environmental 
Entrepreneurs, 3/12/14] !
Instead, They Play Politics With Our Health And Create Regulatory Uncertainty.  
Senator McConnell’s filing of a Congressional Review Act Resolution of Disapproval to block a federal 
standard before it is finalized is an unprecedented move. According to the New York Times editorial 
board, “Mr. McConnell’s ploy escalates already dangerous levels of antiregulatory fervor, while creat-
ing a template for playing politics with the regulatory process.” [NY Times, 03/26/2014] 
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