FUTURECOAST

FutureCoast is a playful (yet
serious) way to open up dialog
and idea exchange about climate
change. People create the most
authentic-sounding voicemails
they can, messages that seem to
have leaked out of the near
future (2020-2065). These
voices encourage a fresh look
at how human and climate
systems interact. Using
collaborative storytelling,
FutureCoast ‘de-abstractifies’
the effects of climate change
and gives them personal
relevance and dimension.
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FutureCoast is a storytelling game done
as a member of @®the PoLAR Partnership at
Columbia University and funded by the NSF.
The game starts February 2014 and runs
through April

THEPSLARHUB

It's an immersive collaborative work of
authentic fiction. What’s the fiction?
®Watch the video (Sam’s a FutureCoast
character)

What do voicemails from the cloud of
possible futures sound like?
®Listen to some retrieved so far

Why are they authentic? Because we
crowdsource them. We invite players to
call the FutureCoast Hotline to express
their future visions as a voicemail.
Try it - call and leave a message

FutureCoast has chronofacts! They began
appearing in February 2014, posing a
geolocative pursuit for players. Sam is
on the hunt already: @®Watch the video

FutureCoast takes an immersive,
participatory path to futures thinking. As
they create narratives with ‘forwardhearing’
voicemails, people naturally begin to think
very concretely about their future lives,
especially in a climate-changed world.

futurecoast.org

Listen to your futures.
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A crowdsourced alternate-reality project about our future climate.

This morning I hid a voicemail from the future. Or | happened to be present
when the message from a warmer future leaked backwards in time and
landed in Southeast DC. Take your pick of realities.

The heart of the FutureCoast design seeks to create a playful, inclusive
common ground where information and idea sharing happens, where
everyone’s thoughts about the future have a place, and where a meaningful
dialog and a common ground can be created to replace the animosity that
these topics can evoke.

FutureCoast endeavors to spark collaborative exploration of possible futures,
including climate-changed ones, and create an open channel for sharing

visions of how people — like myself — and systems respond and adapt to
change. Anyone can be creative and join in.

Anyone can make a voicemail from a possible future, simply by calling the
FutureCoast hotline at 321-7-FCOAST. In these voicemails, people express
their views and share the elements that make the threat of climate change
relevant to them. They mix in a collaborative space where different ideas
about climate-changed futures exist together and learn from each other. It's
often a surprisingly cathartic “futurethinking” experience.

There is something more powerful about a fiction based on this science.
Real, possible futures with possible people and the lives they are living within

that future. These people are our own children. People don’t tend to think
about it this way.

“Participatory cli-fi”
This fiction prompt is the best I've come across in the history of the internet.

On a mission to rescue an artifact from the future.

Wasn'’t kidding about that last tweet. (futurecoast.org)
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