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Valerie Casasanto is the Education and Outreach Coordinator for the University of Maryland (JCET) based at NASA Goddard, with more than 20 years experience in designing, managing and implementing small and large-scale educational programs, including more than 15 space shuttle, rocket and space station missions.  She is also Principal Investigator for the NASA award, Beautiful Earth: Experiencing and Learning Science in a New and Engaging Way, an outgrowth program of the successful BELLA GAIA. Having received a $465,000 grant from the NASA EPOESS program, the program aims to engage students using a whole brain approach to Earth science, through hands-on Earth Science education combining live music and NASA visualizations, with interactive workshops of NASA scientists and Native American perspectives of the Earth, to science centers across the US. Kenji Williams is Co-I and founding partner on the project with Co-I Ana Prados (UMBC), and Co-I and educator, Ronan Hallowell.


Beautiful.earth.gsfc.nasa.gov 

scheduled to go live on January 16, 2012


http://jcet.umbc.edu/ 

Steve Cosson is a writer, director, and founding Artistic Director of The Civilians, an investigative theater company in Brooklyn, NY, that has presented work in over 40 cities nationally and internationally. Cosson has written seven plays for The Civilians. His most recent work, The Great Immensity, a new play with music by Michael Friedman, was created from interviews with scientists about the future of our planet. It will have its world premiere at Kansas City Rep in February 2012, with additional engagements planned for 2012-2013.  The production is supported by the National Science Foundation’s Informal Science Education program. Cosson has directed work at theaters in New York and across the country. He has been a Fulbright Scholar, a MacDowell Fellow, a Resident Director at New Dramatists, and twice participated in the Sundance Theatre Lab. He holds an MFA in directing from UC San Diego and a BA from Dartmouth College.


www.thecivilians.org

www.thegreatimmensity.org
Culture|Futures is an expanding positive spiral of engagement of cultural actors around the world who are moved to engage their work and creativity to sustain human and all life.  Culture|Futures was launched in Copenhagen in 2009 during the UN Climate Summit.  Artists, musicians, film makers, architects, designers and other cultural actors and organizations from 27 countries and 5 continents agreed to find ways to work together to address global warming and the limited biocapacity of the planet and improve conditions for human development.  In 2010 at a workshop in Hong Kong organized by Culture|Futures and the Large Cities Climate Leadership Group (C40 Cities) a strategy was developed for how cultural institutions and cities can collaborate to accelerate the transition to a sustainable future. 2011 conferences, held in collaboration with other organizations, have been held in Sao Paulo, Milan, and Durban (during the UN Climate Summit).  Following APAP, the next conference will be in Budapest Jan 24, 2012.


http://culturefutures.org/

http://culturefutures.ning.com/
Adam Freed, AICP, is the Deputy Director of Mayor Bloomberg’s Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability, which is responsible for implementing New York City’s long-term sustainability plan (“PlaNYC”) and supporting other sustainability efforts in the City. In this capacity, Freed oversaw the 2011 update of PlaNYC and leads the City’s climate resilience efforts.  Known across the country for his work, Freed was a task force member of the National Climate Adaptation Summit. Previously, Freed served as the Assistant Comptroller for NYC in the Office of the New York State Comptroller, where he evaluated large-scale economic development projects and crafted corporate governance strategies for the $150 billion state pension fund. In addition to his work in city and state government, Freed has worked on several city, state, and national political campaigns. Freed received his Master’s in urban planning from NYU and is a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners. 


http://www.nyc.gov/planyc
Olaf Gerlach-Hansen was Director and Producer of the western world’s largest recurring art and cultural festival focusing on the non-western world: Images of Africa, Images of Asia, Images of the Middle East and Images of the World (1990-2006).

He led the founding in 1998 of the Danish Center for Culture and Development under the Danish Foreign Ministry and was appointed the first DCCD Director General (1998-2006). In 2008/9 he co-founded Culture|Futures, a global network of cultural organizations for eco-leadership. He is senior advisor of the Danish Cultural Institute and manager of CuDIC – Culture, Development and International Cooperation. Gerlach-Hansen has an MA in literature and linguistic psychology. He is Past President of the International Association for the Study of Dreams; Advisor to the Danish UNESCO National Commission, Ecological Sequestration Trust, and Arts Investment Forum; and a member of the Steering Group International Network for Cultural Diversity and EUNIC Strategy Group.


http://culturefutures.org/

http://culturefutures.ning.com/
Peter Head is a champion for developing global practice demonstrating that the way we invest public and private money in the built environment could be more effective if the public and private sector adopted sustainable development principles. Head was formerly Director of Global Planning at Arup, one of the world’s leading engineering companies, and is a co-founder of Culture/Futures. Recently, he left Arup to set up The Ecological Sequestration Trust,  a Charity bringing together the world’s top scientists, engineers, economists, financiers and other specialists to support the planning, design and implementation of  regional scale demonstration projects using low carbon urban-rural development models which are energy, water and food secure. His honors include the Sir Frank Whittle Medal of the Royal Academy of Engineering, 2008 recognition by Time as one of 30 global eco-heroes, and the CBE in the New Year’s Honours List for services to Civil Engineering and the Environment.


www.arup.com

www.ecosequestrust.org
Cynthia Hopkins is an internationally acclaimed musical performance artist. She creates and performs unique multi-media performance pieces that have won her a host of awards, including the 2007 Alpert Award in Theater and a 2010 Guggenheim Fellowship. She is currently at work on This Clement World, a new musical performance work addressing the climate crisis. Inspired in part by a 2009 Tipping Point conference and a 2010 Arctic expedition with Cape Farewell, This Clement World will be a live performance/documentary film infused with fictional characters and avant-folk orchestral songs, conveying vital information regarding the climate crisis through a deeply personal and idiosyncratic lens. Current commissioning venues include the Walker Art Center; St. Ann’s Warehouse; and Les Subsistances. This Clement World is supported by funding from the Jerome Foundation and the MAP Fund, and is scheduled to premiere during the 2012-13 season at Les Subsistances, the Walker, and St. Ann’s.


http://www.accinosco.com 

http://www.gloriadeluxe.com 
Terrence D. Jones, President and CEO of Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts, has positioned the organization as a premier center integrating performing arts, education, technology, and environmental sustainability.  The Foundation reaches more than 600,000 people annually through performances at America’s National Park for the Performing Arts and The Barns at Wolf Trap and the national reach of Wolf Trap Education programs and Wolf Trap Opera Company.  In 2006, Jones launched Go Green With Wolf Trap to inspire audiences and artists alike to protect the earth.  The Foundation subsequently decreased its carbon footprint by 20%, commissioned new works highlighting environmental issues, and now shares its story locally and nationally.  With advice from Kathy Mattea, Philippe Cousteau, and other members of Wolf Trap’s National Council on the Arts and Environment, Wolf Trap, Aspen Institute, and Americans for the Arts presented a National Summit on the Arts and Environment in 2008. 


http://www.wolftrap.org/ 


http://www.wolftrap.org/green  

Marda Kirn is the founding director of EcoArts Connections (EAC), which brings together arts, science, and other organizations to deepen understanding of climate change and speed the shift to sustainable living. EAC activities include performances, exhibits, talks, tours, convenings, consulting, and other activities and events held in both traditional and non-traditional venues in collaboration with science, arts, environmental, transportation, and municipal entities. 2011 activities were produced in Boulder, Seattle, and Indianapolis. Previous to EAC, Kirn was the founding director of the Colorado Dance Festival, which was considered one of the top three dance festivals in the US during her 14-year tenure (1982-96). She was also a founder and former director of the International Tap Association. Appointments include Visiting Arts Professional at the National Center for Atmospheric Research and most recently, she has been invited to apply as an Affiliate at the Institute for Arctic and Alpine Research.

Dr. James Lochner is the Program Manager for Education and Public Outreach (E/PO) programs within the Science Mission Directorate (SMD) at NASA.  He oversees grant programs and works with the nationwide SMD education community, which provides a wide variety of NASA science education and outreach opportunities across the country.

Lochner has been involved with NASA education programs for the past 16 years, previously as the E/PO Lead for the Astrophysics Science Division at NASA/Goddard.  In that capacity he led his team in the development of both formal and informal education programs.  He has also managed the development of curriculum support materials on topics ranging from galaxies to the origin of the chemical elements to our evolving understanding of the nature of the universe. He has given a number of public talks and numerous educator workshops nationwide.


http://imagine.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/people/lochner-short.html

http://science.nasa.gov/
Mary Miss has reshaped the boundaries between sculpture, architecture, landscape design and installation art by articulating a vision of the public sphere where it is possible for an artist to address the issues of our time. Social, cultural and environmental sustainability are the focus of installations that allow the visitor to become aware of history, ecology or aspects of the site that have gone unnoticed. Miss is currently developing a project to transform Broadway into the new ‘green’ corridor of New York City and has recently completed a project for the Indianapolis Museum of Art focusing on a 6-mile stretch of the White River. She is one of four artists presenting concepts for envisioning the future of Long Island City as part of the exhibition, Civic Action: A Vision for Long Island City at the Noguchi Museum. She has received grants from the NEA, NOAA, and the National Science Foundation. 


www.marymiss.com 

Raj Patel is a Principal of Arup and leads the Acoustics+Theatre Consulting and Arts+Culture Business in the Americas region. A classically trained musician, with a degree in engineering acoustics he is a leading international acoustics, electro-acoustics, audiovisual, and multimedia consultant and designer. He leads multidisciplinary teams in Arup through project creation, planning, programming, development, design, and construction. He has applied this knowledge and experience to assist arts presenters in
considering the intersections of new media and traditional arts required to attract and expand new and young audiences. As an artistic, design, and technology collaborator he has collaborated with artists including Nick Cave, Lou Reed, Iain Forsythe and Jane Pollard, and Bill Fontana, on design of multimedia art works that have presented works at Tate Modern, The Whitney, MoMA, and The British Film Institute. He teaches and lectures widely on the subject of acoustics and integrated design in the built environment.


http://www.arup.com/About_us/A_people_business/People/Raj_Patel.aspx 


http://www.sonicscoop.com/tag/raj-patel/ 

Peter West is the Education and Outreach Program Manager for the National Science Foundation’s Office of Polar Programs (OPP). In that capacity, he manages the Antarctic Artists & Writers program, a merit-reviewed competition that selects writers, painters, sculptors, photographers and other visual and performing artists to deploy to Antarctica with science parties to interpret the science NSF supports for a broader public. West has been with the NSF since 1999. NSF is an independent federal agency with a budget of roughly $6 billion whose mission is the support of basic research through grants to university-based researchers. West previously was a speechwriter for NSF’s Director and Deputy Director. Before taking up speechwriting, he was the media officer for OPP, managing an outreach program that coordinated news media visits to U.S. Antarctic Program stations and to Arctic research sites. Prior to coming to NSF, West was a newspaper reporter for many years.  


http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=503518  


http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11546/nsf11546.htm
Creative Director and composer, Kenji Williams is an award winning filmmaker, music producer, theatrical show director, and classically trained violinist. A world bridger of music, visual arts, science and immersive storytelling, Williams explores the nexus of art and science through collaborations as diverse as NASA scientists, Deepak Chopra, and top world-music musicians. With over 30 years of film, music, performance, composition and production experience, his current project BELLA GAIA has performed nearly 100 shows, touring to eight countries, and reaching over 200,000 people live. Williams is the founding partner of BELLA GAIA’s education project Beautiful Earth recently receiving half a million dollars in NASA funding. Combining unique skills in film and music, Williams has earned international film awards from the CSC to Sundance; has garnered media exposure from the BBC, NPR, to Apple.com; and is respected for pushing the boundaries of audio-visual art, pioneering the convergence of art and science.


http://bellagaia.com/

http://kenjiwilliams.com/
Marion Friedman Young is the Managing Director of The Civilians, an investigative theater company based in Brooklyn, NY. During her time at The Civilians, the company received the largest grant in company history, a $700,000 grant from the National Science Foundation.  NSF funds are supporting the development, production, and public programming for The Civilians’ original play with music, The Great Immensity, in collaboration with scientists, about the environmental crisis.  Young joined The Civilians in May, 2008, after six years as a production stage manager.  She has worked at regional and New York theaters including Center Theatre Group, the Kennedy Center, the Goodman Theater, Seattle Repertory Theatre, Playwrights Horizons, and The Atlantic Theater Company.  Prior to her work as a stage manager, Young worked in the development departments of the Manhattan Theater Club and Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival.  She is a graduate of Princeton University and the Yale School of Drama.


www.thecivilians.org

www.thegreatimmensity.org
