III. Consequences – Voice-over from Peter Coyote 
Presenter: Look, over 95% of the world’s climate scientists believe that people are responsible for global warming (Doran and Zimmerman 2009). Over 95%! And the longer we wait to act, the worse the consequences are going to be (Hansen et al. 2008, 217). Even so, there are some folks, even some scientists, who aren’t convinced. They say all this extra CO2 being dumped into our atmosphere won’t lead to problems, or we should do nothing until everyone’s 100% sure. Well, we could listen to them and take the chance that nearly every climate scientist is wrong. I might take that risk in a cartoon world where nobody ever really gets hurt. But this is the real world we’re talking about, the only world we’ve got. 
  
So what does climate change look like in our world? Let’s go back and check it out. Remember I said it’s changing the lives of billions of people? Well scientists say the warmer it gets, the more likely we are to have extreme weather (Meehl et al. 2007, 783). And though we can’t point to an individual weather event and say climate change is to blame, recent years are showing some crazy trends. 
  
[bookmark: _ftnref15]Coyote: A heat wave hit Europe in 2003 and killed more than 50,000 people (Larsen 2006). In 2005, a monster storm, Hurricane Katrina, destroyed the city of New Orleans, killing over 1800 people (Beven et al. 2008, 1140).[15] A massive drought combined with lightning storms in 2008 lit thousands of fires in California, destroying homes and lives across the state (Bowman 2008). 
  
Warmer weather is melting ice caps, which means rising seas. Coastal cities like Seattle, Shanghai, and Miami risk being flooded (Pfeffer et al. 2008).  What’s more, one billion people around the world rely on snowpack and glaciers for water, and if these melt, many will need to find new places to call home. If we don’t take action, there could be up to 150 million climate refugees in the next 40 years (Myers 2001). 
  
Why is all this happening? Well, human activity has already raised average temperature by a degree and a half Fahrenheit (Trenberth et al. 2007, 237). A degree and a half seems small, but the Earth’s health is very sensitive – a lot like your body.  If your temperature went up a degree and a half to 100 degrees, you’d be home from school.  Raise it another degree and a half, you’d probably be headed for the doctor.  Raise it a few degrees more and you’d be in serious trouble. 
  
Back in the last ice age, it was only about 8 degrees colder than it is now (Jansen et al. 2007, 435).[18] That put a mile of ice over much of North America (Dyke and Prest 1987). A degree and a half can make a huge difference. And scientists say if we do nothing, we’re likely to raise global temperature 3 to 7 degrees in this century (Meehl et al. 2007, 762). 
  
Presenter: When temperatures rise,  it’s not just people who are at risk. Remember I told you that global warming is bad for animals? Well climate change could mean the end of the road for millions of species. 
  
[bookmark: _ftnref17]Coyote: Melting ice is wiping out polar bear habitat; warmer winters allow pine beetles to thrive and destroy Rocky Mountain forests; and warmer oceans are damaging coral reefs.  Because the climate is changing so fast, many plants and animals simply can’t adapt quickly enough. If we stay on this course, climate change could cause 30% of the world’s species to be threatened with extinction, within your lifetime (Thomas et al. 2004).[17] And extinction means forever. 
  
Presenter: People are at risk. Animals at risk and so is our way of life. Climate change poses a major threat to our economy and national security. 
  
Coyote: Economists predict that climate change could cost our world trillions of dollars each year in damages (Stern 2006) and bring extreme weather, food shortages, and water crises to some of the poorest communities around the world. Experts fear these crises could stretch our humanitatian and military resources dangerously thin (Broder 2009). 
[bookmark: _ftnref18]  
The more CO2 we add to our atmosphere, the more dangerous these impacts will become. And because CO2 stays in the air for hundreds of years, if we wait too long to act, it might be too late. We will have committed ourselves to more droughts, fires, storms, flooding, species extinction, debt, regional conflict… (Solomon et al. 2009) 
  
Presenter: STOP! (Unexpectedly Peter does stop and then responds to the presenter.) 
  
Coyote: What? 
  
Presenter:  This doesn’t have to be our future does it? 
  
Coyote: Look I’m just telling you what scientists say could happen if we do nothing. 
  
Presenter: Yeah but what if we decide to do something? 
  
Coyote: Uh, I don’t know. I just work here. 
  
Presenter: Seeing this stuff feels awful, right? But it doesn’t have to happen. We have the power to shape the future we want. 
  
Coyote: Well, I suppose you’re right. But it’s going to take more than just a few of you to make it happen. 
  
Presenter: If we young people change ourselves, we can change the world.  You see, the human imagination is the most powerful tool we have. Imagination got us to the moon. Imagination created the amazing technology that used to be science fiction. So what will you do with your imagination? How about this? Check out this look into the future, and see what could be possible if your generation uses its imagination to shape a brighter world. 
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