EPA Environmental Education Regional Grant-Region 5
EPA Educational Priority:  Capacity Building
EPA Environmental Priority:  Taking Action on Climate Change

Summary
The Will Steger Foundation proposes to host a convening of experts and practitioners from Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan in the field of K-12 climate change education and literacy professional and curriculum development.  Stakeholders will include representatives from state level education, informal education centers, university professionals, tribal communities and educators.  A final report and associated webinar will be developed based on the meetings that will identify stakeholders and establish best practices in professional development of climate change education and literacy in the upper Midwest. The report will be shared via conferences and professional networks such as NAAEE and NEA.  Questions that we hope to answer through three, one-day facilitated summits include;
1. Who are the stakeholders and providers of climate change education and literacy in the upper Midwest?
2. What educational initiatives are currently going on?
3. How is climate change being taught?  (Examples might include; project based learning, informal or formal settings, through scientific frameworks, interdisciplinary, etc.)
4. What is working and not working in professional development opportunities and climate change education as a whole?
5. How is it being evaluated and what evaluation results exist?
6. How can we build capacity and work together to further climate literacy?
7. Where do climate literacy principles align with state environmental literacy plans?

Stakeholder Responsibilities
Invited Partners or Orgs in each state will:
· Participate in a pre-summit survey
· Help in identifying and recruiting summit attendees 
· Attend and contribute to a one-day meeting tentatively scheduled for January 2012.
· Participate in monthly phone-calls February 2012- November 2012.
· Provide feedback and guidance on final written report and webinar on effective PD in K-12 climate change education.
· Share the final report and webinar via established networks.
· Some stakeholders will be asked to donate meeting space or accommodations.
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