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Preparing America's Students for Good Jobs & Careers in the Global Green Economy 
 Recommendations for inclusion of No Child Left Inside (NCLI) within the Reauthorization of ESEA
If we want to have a green jobs economy we need to give our young people the skills they need to get these good paying jobs that will become more and more available and attractive in the coming decade.  Indeed, environmental literacy and education are at the very foundation of a green job economy. We cannot have one without the other."      
Former Secretary of Education Richard Riley
With the release of the “Blueprint for Reform” and the Fiscal 2011 budget, the Obama Administration, led by U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, took an important step forward in recognizing the importance of environmental education. The Blueprint and budget request include environmental education in a new competitive grant program to promote a "Well Rounded Education". The new program would provide $265 million in grants to states, high-need districts, and nonprofit partners to strengthen the teaching and learning of a variety of subjects including American history, civics, foreign languages, the arts, financial literacy, and—for the first time—environmental education. 
The No Child Left Inside Coalition commends the U.S. Department of Education for this proposed new investment in environmental education.  But to ensure that environmental education programs reach all students—including economically disadvantaged students and students with disabilities—and to ensure environmental education grants achieve the ESEA goal of college and career-ready students, financial support for environmental education should be provided at a minimum of $100 million annually and conditioned upon the development and implementation of State environmental literacy plans.  These are the fundamental provisions of the No Child Left Inside Act, of good education policy, and of rigorous and fair accountability.    

In previous education bills, Congress recognized the importance and value of having state plans to improve student achievement.  Our proposal would encourage and support state efforts to implement these plans, which would: 
· help ensure that federal funding is spent efficiently to support ESEA and state goals; 
· ensure that environmental education is effectively and fully integrated into the curriculum and with other efforts to improve student performance across disciplines; 
· ensure that environmental education programs reach all students from pre-K through High School – regardless of their income, race, ethnic or language background, or disability status; 
· ensure that educators have the required skills and training to teach environmental education content; and
· preserve states' authority to determine their environmental education curriculum.       
In short, these plans would facilitate a smart, effective and coordinated effort to help ensure all students are environmentally literate and ready for college and careers, and fully prepared to succeed in the 21st Century green jobs market when they graduate.  Environmental education, in the opinion of the NCLI Coalition, is at the very foundation of an emerging green jobs and clean energy economy.

The Coalition believes that the No Child Left Inside Act is not only consistent with, but advantageous to other ESEA Blueprint goals of: developing effective teachers and leaders; strengthening Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM); promoting students’ physical and mental health including new efforts to reduce childhood obesity;  fostering innovation and excellence in charter schools; and fostering supportive and collaborative relationships with states, districts, and nonprofit partners. Encouraging children to become environmentally literate will also advance early childhood education, support innovative service learning opportunities and can expand "hands on" learning in after-school programs across the nation.    
The NCLI Act sets aside 30 percent of the funding authorized each year for environmental education professional development activities to improve teacher quality in this growing field.  It sets aside 70 percent of the funding each year—$70 million—for implementing environmental education activities, including STEM, field-based or outdoor learning, and other  innovative and evidence-based practices, programs, and strategies that improve student outcomes, consistent with State environmental literacy plans.  The NCLI coalition believes these provisions should be included in the ESEA reauthorization bill.  

"NSTA strongly supports environmental education as a way to instill environmental literacy in our nation's pre-K–16 students. It should be a part of the school curriculum because student knowledge of environmental concepts establishes a foundation for their future understandings and actions as citizens. Central to environmental literacy is the ability of students to master critical-thinking skills that will prepare them to evaluate issues and make informed decisions regarding stewardship of the planet. The environment also offers a relevant context for the learning and integration of core content knowledge, making it an essential component of a comprehensive science education program."  

                                            Policy Position of the National Science Teachers Association 

For More Information: 
Charlie Stek, Policy Director, NCLI Coalition, charliestek@gmail.com, 301-575-7957 or 
Monica Healy, Government Relations Director, NCLI Coalition, monhealy@gmail.com, 202-244-5247   
                                                                        www.nclicoalition.org
 The No Child Left Inside Coalition is comprised of more than 1,600 environmental, educational, business, health care, faith-based, and other organizations from all 50 states, representing more than 50 million people.  














