CLN telecon February 16, 2010


Attending: Mark McCaffrey, Harold McWilliams, Karen Hollweg, Elaine Andrews, Jeanne McGregor, Scott Carley, Bora Simmons, Louise Huffman, Barry Benedict, Andy Jorgenson, Lora Kaisler , Doug Cohen, Don Duggan-Haas, Anna Gold, David McConville, Margaret Mooney, David Blockstein, Jenny Brown, John Perkins, Andy Geyer, Sarah Summers, Arnold Bloom, Sharon Gibson

Mark thinks maybe we should use Webex, Elluminate or another online tool so we can share PPTs and know who is on the calls.  Something to discuss offline.
Tamara can’t join us.

Mark gives brief history of the CLN.

Sometimes we have a theme. We have been discussing how to integrate science solutions with the cl principles.

ICEE-teacher pd project funded by NOAA

CLEAN pathways project.

Mark-we have been told by teachers that they are trying to weave in solutions, particularly energy solutions, as they talk about climate change. This because kids were getting too bummed out by the cc news and needed renewable energy solutions to boost their spirits. Also social solutions.

Mark begins to go through his PPT/PDF that he sent to the list.

We tend to assume that educated people understand the basics of climate science but this may be wrong.

Private Universe study, for example.

Teachers tend to teach about climate science in an ad hoc way.

We can weave cs into other STEM disciplines and into arts and humanities as well. This is already happening.

Asks group for feedback for how climate science can integrate with solutions.

Arnold Bloom—ES gets taught early on in CA. These concepts such as the greenhouse effect are hard even for college students. Bringing in the solutions would be good.

Sharon Gibson, Georgia—I agree. ES is taught in ms years. We are looking at how to transfer knowledge from youth to their parents.

Is anyone else looking at this?

Some teachers are setting up afterschool clubs because they don’t have room in their curriculum.

San Diego CA utility is helping kids teach their parents to understand tags on appliances, light bulbs, etc. They are finding it hard to educate the students well enough to understand and to provide support materials to go home. 

Campaigns to change behavior –the ones that have been successful are the ones that involve both youth and adults.

Sharon Gibson—the learning standards sometimes cripple the teachers abilities to take the learning to a higher level. Leaves telecon.

Louise—the powerful piece in our project has been for students to teach parents or other adults about cc. Some of the students are getting excited about taking more ES courses. We are excited about this. http://web.me.com/lhuffman/C2S2_2009/Welcome.html
David McConville—has anyone used solutions methodologies? I have found that when you teach people about global systems if you don’t give them practical next steps they feel disempowered. It’s interesting to combine design approaches with scientific approaches. 
http://challenge.bfi.org/sites/challenge.bfi.org/files/pdf_files/pdf%20files/DS_Primer.pdf
David—it is important to be able to look at these problems from multiple perspectives. http://integralecology.org/sites/default/files/KO_3-2-2009.pdf
Social, cultural and personal responses need to be looked at. I know many of you are working on these.

The essence of this approach is to be able to engage people where they are.

Mark—we know teachers do not have a good background in climate science and in some cases are passing on misconceptions to their students. It is hard for us to advocate reforming people’s behavior.

David—we should NOT be trying to reform people’s behavior. From an educational perspective this is the wrong place to focus. It is more important to inform people about the systems approach to understanding. Refers to http://www.sustainer.org/
Someone—“positive deviant” can be a leader in change. E.g. a farmer who tries something new. People are more likely to take action if they see someone like themselves doing something positive. 
David—please take a look at the Idea Index. http://challenge.bfi.org/ideaindex
So you can get ideas of what people can do.

John Perkins—new to the group. Taught at Evergreen State College environmental issues, especially energy. Getting people to understand that cc is serious is hard. On the energy front it is much harder and requires delving into the issues more deeply. For example, we have a lot of coal and oil and gas and people ask why can’t we just keep on using it? Part of the problem is getting people to understand that the fossil fuels are going to have to be left in the ground. This is a hard lesson. For the US we use about 100 quads per year total energy. Nuclear accounts for about 8% of total energy. 

Mark— Energy and the need to not gloss over the equity and ethical issues is crucial.

Also, it is OK to use my slides if you want to.

