From the call for proposals:

Symposium (1hr20min) 
Symposiums require a minimum of 3 speakers who will present different perspectives on a common topic.  Symposium organizers are encouraged to think of using a "Meet the Press" format to encourage conversational responses to a commonly agreed upon set of questions from a group of people knowledgeable about a particular field of study or work.  Note: only one proposal should be submitted listing all speakers and their perspectives.  A limited number of proposals will be considered for this format. 
Conference Strand:

Innovative Programs and Practices
Proposed Title for Symposium:
Funding Opportunities in Climate Change Education

(40 word summary—for the conference program)

A raft of new funding opportunities exist or are becoming available for environmental educators.  Panelists will discuss the types of initiatives they fund, characteristics of funded proposals and programs, emerging educational and research approaches, and more.  

Invited Panelists:

Dr. Lin Chambers, NASA

Global Climate Change Education (GCCE) Project Scientist

Frank Niepold, NOAA
Co-chair of the Global Change Research Program (GCRP) Education Interagency Working Group at U.S. Climate Change Science Program 
Climate Education coordinator at NOAA 
Climate Education Coordinator at University Corporation for Atmospheric Research
Dr. David Campbell (or Dr. Jill Karsten?), NSF          dcampbel@nsf.gov
Program Director, National Science Foundation
Division of Research on Learning in Formal and Informal Settings

Karen Scott, EPA            scott.karen@epa.gov
title? Office of Environmental Education
Jackie Olsen, Environment Canada              Jackie.Olsen@ec.gc.ca
Community Programs Director, Atlantic Region
EcoAction Program
Discussant, Karen Hollweg

Moderator, Don Duggan-Haas

Description (250 words)

This session enables conferees to gain:

* understandings of funding opportunities offered by each agency (i.e., program solicitations; goals; program priorities; target audience(s), scale of funding and submission dates for these programs); 

*  insights into characteristics of funded grant proposals (e.g., each panelist describes funded projects); and

*  insights into projects that may be possible for conferees to generate or become partners in  that are appropriate to their institutions, programs and communities.
Session Outline:

5 min. – Introductions and session overview

25 min. – Overview of agencies’ Climate Change Education funding opportunities (6 minutes/panelist)

20 min. – Moderated discussion

Questions for panelists include:

* What characterizes funded proposals?

* Can you describe common problems in proposals?

* In what ways can schools and small organizations (the kinds of organizations represented by many in the audience) access your funding?

* Can you describe collaborative proposals, field tests, dissemination projects, or other programs/projects you have funded or might be willing to fund?

* Describe the role of evaluation in programs your agency funds.

* Describe the proposal process.  How long is a full proposal?  What are the components of a proposal?

* Considering the range of skills and abilities included in environmental education programs and the focus of your grant program, which EE learning outcomes does your agency support (e.g., knowledge of environmental processes and systems, inquiry skills, skills for analyzing and making decisions about issues, personal responsibility, civic action)?

15 - 20 min. – Audience questions facilitated by the moderator

5 min. – Closing comments 

NAAEE Guidelines for Excellence addressed:

The proposed symposium will address the NAAEE Guidelines for Excellence by:

* Encouraging applicants to use the Learner Guidelines, Project 2061 Benchmarks for Science, the National Science Education Standards and the Climate Literacy Principles as frameworks for learner expectations.

*Encouraging applicants to use the Materials Guidelines in the development of quality instructional materials.

NAAEE Strategic Plan Goals addressed:

The proposed symposium will aid NAAEE in addressing the following strategic initiatives:

* Serving members/conferees and Advancing the EE Profession – 

-by providing participants with  access to the latest information regarding grant funding to support cutting-edge climate change education from the perspective of the officials who administer those grant programs; and

-generating ideas and encouraging participants to pursue funding to support the development of innovative EE programs for learners of all ages and professional development programs for educators.

* Promoting Environmental Literacy –


-by encouraging the development of research-based programs that are pilot tested and carefully evaluated to address the Guidelines.

* Advocating for high quality EE in Canada and the United States –


-by providing a platform for officials from Canadian and U.S. government funding agencies to explain their programs to large numbers of environmental educators and building relationships with them.
