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Data Module Learning Objectives: 

1- To engage students in quantitative reasoning which challenges them to think critically about various social problems such as poverty and challenge existing ways of examining social phenomena 

2- To prepare students to recognize changing demographic patterns among the United States population
3-  To help students better understand their place in modern day society by using a sociological lens

Topic: Poverty Status in the United States among Non-Institutionalized Older Adults (Ages 65+), 2000
(Race  x  Age  x  Class)
Table Key:

N = 32,963,282 (Number of Cases)
NL= Non-Latino 
Comfortable= Comfortable (5 times above the poverty level)

Pov/RaceLat

                            NLWhite      Black
         Asian
        Latino
       AmIndian     NLOther     NLMulti      TOTAL
Poverty   
          7.5%
         23.2%
         12.2%
         18.9%
         23.2%
         19.2%
         16.7%
         9.5%

NearPoor  
          9.7%
         16.2%
         11.0%
         16.4%
         16.9%
         10.3%
         14.8%
        10.7%

Middle    
         56.3%
         47.1%
         47.5%
         51.9%
         46.8%
         57.1%
         49.4%
        55.1%

Comf      
         26.5%
         13.5%
         29.2%
         12.8%
         13.0%
         13.4%
         19.1%
        24.7%

TOTAL      
          100%
          100%
          100%
          100%
          100%
          100%
          100%
Data Set: “ELDREL2K: 2000 Non-institutionalized persons 65+, wgtd 1% PUMS, Frey/U-Mich for SSDAN” 

Website: http://ssdan.net/cgi-bin/webchip/webchip2.cgi?webchip=datasets/pc/cen2000/eldrel2k.dat

The purpose of this in-class group project/data module is to explore the implications of socio-economic disadvantage on a growingly racially and ethnically diverse aging population in America. This is referred to as “The Browning and Graying of America”.  By 2050, it is estimated that the ethnic minority population of America will surpass that of the majority White population which will be an increasingly older group.  This module provides a tabular representation of the Browning and Graying of America using census data from the year 2000 of a sample of 32,963,282 American older adults (65 years of age and older) by race/ethnicity and poverty status.
Please answer the following set of questions based on the table presented above:

1.  You are challenged to develop a hypothesis based on the following variables: Race/Ethnicity (Non Latino White, Black, Asian, Latino, American Indian, Non Latino Other, Non Latino Multi Race) and Poverty status (Poverty, Near Poor, Middle Income, and Comfortable).  Be sure that your hypothesis is indicative of a causal relationship. For example, your independent variable should cause or be the precursor to your dependent variable.  State your hypothesis in the space provided.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Overall, what can be said about the economic status of all older adults? Which racial/ethnic group is most likely to be comfortable?_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  Which racial/ethnic group is most likely to live in poverty?______________________________
4. How do older African Americans fare on the poverty continuum?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What similarities do you find (if any) between African Americans and American Indian elders? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Has your research hypothesis been supported or refuted based on the above table? Which sociological theory is most applicable to your research project and why?___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What are the implications of poverty among older adults in terms of family burden, health status, and medical expenditures? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What are three strengths and three weaknesses related to the above table and its percentages?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What other variables need to be measured in order to tell us more about the population of adults aged 65 and older?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. The 2000 census was the first census which allowed for the inclusion of bi and multi racial self-identified categories.  How might the above table examining race and poverty status have looked different based on census data prior to 2000?  Does this help to inform our understandings about the social construction of race?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After completion of the current data module, please complete the following anonymous learning assessment:

Please indicate how confident you feel about doing the following tasks?  Mark the response that most accurately describes your confidence level for each item.




	
	Not at all confident
	Not very confident
	Somewhat confident
	Very confident

	Correctly interpret a table of two variables with counts and percentages (crosstabulation table)
	Not at all
	Not very
	Somewhat
	Very

	Choose the correct way to percentage a crosstabulation table
	Not at all
	Not very
	Somewhat
	Very

	Identify the independent and dependent variable in a relationship
	Not at all
	Not very
	Somewhat
	Very

	Identify additional factors that might be important in determining the relationship between two variables
	Not at all
	Not very
	Somewhat
	Very

	Determine what data would be needed to test an hypothesis
	Not at all
	Not very
	Somewhat
	Very

	Take a position on or make an argument about a topic based on empirical findings
	Not at all
	Not very
	Somewhat
	Very


Please state any other related comments about the data module in the space provided.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
� Assessment of confidence with quantitative literacy adapted from similar treatment of math skills in: Angelo TA, Cross KP.  1993.  Classroom Assessment Techniques.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass; chapter 8, pp. 255-315. 





