
ANSWER KEY 

EXERCISE 1  
Examine the marital status distribution of Americans from 1950 to 1990. 
 

 
 
 
What patterns do you see emerging? 

 

Number of Widowed, Divorced, Separated and Never Married 
are increasing; and the number of Currently Married is decreasing.  



ANSWER KEY 

Exercise 2  
 
Using data from 1950 – 1990, look specifically at the marital status distribution of people ages 15 – 
24. 
 

 
 
What trends do you notice? Divorce rate is rising. Currently Married is dropping and Never Married 
is rising also. 



ANSWER KEY 

Exercise 3 
 
Traditionally people have married when they were 18-21 years of age.  Has that pattern of 
behavior changed? 

 

Has that pattern of behavior changed? Yes that number is much lower now.  
More people are waiting between 34-44. 

 
 
 
What was the dominant marital status in each age group? 15-24 It is NvrMrrd.  All other ages 
groups it’s CrMrrd. 



ANSWER KEY 

Exercise 4 
 

Examine the marital status difference between blacks and non-blacks between 1950 – 1990. 
 

 
 
Discuss your finding and identify specific differences if they exist. Increasing number of blacks are 
Never Married, whereas Non-Blacks are increasingly getting married. 



ANSWER KEY 

Exercise 5 
 
Focusing on 1990, compare the marital status of distribution of Blacks, Latinos, Whites, Asians, and 
American Indians. 
 

 
 

Identify and describe any significant findings. Currently Married Whites and Asians are higher then 
the rest. 



ANSWER KEY 

Exercise 6 
 

Using 1990 data, examine the education levels of 23-28 year old women who have never been 
married. 
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