PKAL-MnSCU STEM Collaboration

Activity Idea Worksheet

▀
Please use this worksheet to brainstorm ideas during the working sessions on creating or adapting a student learning activity. Then upload your ideas to the SERC WWW site workspace for this workshop.

Activity Title:   Peer Led Instruction

Contributors:   Carol Nielsen, Valerie Wallingford, Gretchen Flaherty




Email Addresses:  cnielsen@bemidjistate.edu;vwallingford@bemidjistate.edu; g.flaherty@lsc.edu
Specific subject area or topic (e.g., gene expression, limiting reagents, global warming): Adaptable to any topic or subject area.

Pedagogy of Engagement:  Peer-Led Team Learning



Is this activity designed for introductory or upper-level courses?  Both
Description of the activity:  This activity is based on avoiding plagiarism (may use any topic) within research papers. The idea can be applied to different topics/issues, such as current events within business law or the changing face of medical ethics. In this particular activity, students in class are broken up into groups of three. Then half of the groups are assigned the role of peer instructors and the other half of the groups of three are assigned the role of the classroom writers. So, in a class of 30, there would be 10 groups, 5 groups are peer instructors and five are writers.
 With the help of the classroom instructor, the peer instructors will investigate ways in which intentional and unintentional plagiarism can happen in student writing and how to avoid it. These paper instructors will devise a peer review activity/worksheet/handout to teach the writers the knowledge they now hold.

Simultaneously, the writing group will be assigned a topic it will need to investigate, then produce a 2-3 page paper incorporating use of outside resources by employing quotes, summaries, and paraphrases within it. This paper will be submitted to the peer instructors.
The peer instructors will then use their knowledge and created activity to review the paper and educate the writers in the ways the paper can be improved, and more importantly, instruct the writers in ways to avoid plagiarism within the quotes, summaries, and paraphrases. The writers will then revise the paper to the expectations of the peer instructors.
Finally, both groups will present the revised paper to the classroom instructor for a grade.
What are the learning goals or outcomes of the activity?  That is, what will students be able to do upon successful completion of the activity? Students will be able to identify the plagiarism (or any topic) in written text as well as discriminate between intentional and unintentional plagiarism so as to avoid it in their writing.
How would you assess whether the goals have been met? The paired up groups – the instructors and the writers – will receive a group grade on the revised paper submitted to the                    classroom instructor. In addition all students will submit an individual reflection paper    in which they express their new found knowledge of ways to avoid plagiarism.  Separately, the peer instructors will reflect how becoming “experts” in the area and teaching the information/skills to others helped their own understanding of the subject, and the writing groups will reflect on how learning from a peer and following instructions for revision of the paper contributed to their understanding of avoiding plagiarism. 
References or other resources that would be useful for this activity: Turn-it-in.com, smartthinking.com.
