
Assessment of QR in Student Writing: 2006

I.  Peripheral scoring attributes.   [Score if peripheral only]


-The number assigned to each attribute represents an overall assessment of the peripheral elements of a paper.

Employs QR:  Provides quantitative information (numbers) to describe, locate, evaluate, or otherwise measure objects or phenomena of interest for peripheral purposes in the paper.  This rating represents a judgment of the extent to which the writer makes use of opportunities to offer useful quantitative information for peripheral purposes in the paper.


[1-10 scale, where 1 = no use and 10 = extensive use]

Implements competently:  Accesses relevant and sound quantitative information.  Demonstrates scholarship by citing informational sources and, where warranted, by evaluating sources.   [1-5 scale, where 1 = poor and 5 = exemplary]

Communicates clearly:  Presents quantitative information in easily understood terms and/or in informative graphics.  Provides sufficient information to determine units of measurement and magnitudes. Defines unfamiliar or ambiguous terms.  Employs maximally appropriate precision.  



[1-5 scale, where 1 = poor and 5 = exemplary]

Interprets effectively:  Discusses how quantitative information illuminates a phenomenon or establishes a meaningful context.  Identifies key points and explicates central comparisons.  [1-5 scale, where 1 = poor and 5 = exemplary]

II.  Central scoring attributes.    [Score if central only]


-The number assigned to each attribute represents an overall assessment of the central elements of a paper.

Employs QR:  Frames central questions, issues, or themes in a manner that could be addressed by numerical evidence.  Selects and executes quantitative methods to provide relevant evidence.  Tests claims quantitatively.  This rating represents a judgment of the extent to which the writer makes use of opportunities to address central questions in the paper quantitatively.  [1-10 scale, where 1 = no use and 10 = extensive use]

Implements competently:  Selects appropriate quantitative methods for addressing questions.  Accesses relevant and sound quantitative information and demonstrates scholarship by citing informational sources and, where warranted, by evaluating sources, OR generates and presents relevant quantitative information using sound data collection and analysis methods.   [1-5 scale, where 1 = poor and 5 = exemplary]

Communicates clearly:  Presents quantitative information in easily understood terms and/or in informative graphics. Provides sufficient detail on quantitative findings to allow a reasonable reader to recognize and evaluate what was done.  Provides sufficient information to determine units of measurement and magnitudes. Defines unfamiliar or ambiguous terms.  Employs maximally appropriate precision.  



[1-5 scale, where 1 = poor and 5 = exemplary]

Interprets effectively: Identifies key numerical findings.  Evaluates findings in light of relevant standards and criteria.  Relates numerical evidence to previous findings and central issues.  Cites numerical evidence when addressing the conclusions of the paper.  Weighs strengths and weaknesses of the quantitative methods and findings discussed.   Acknowledges uncertainties.   [1-5 scale, where 1 = poor and 5 = exemplary]


