Writing Assignment                                                   Name:

	LEARNING GOALS
· Develop students’ ability to critique and evaluate quantitative and other types of information 
· Enhance students’ written communication skills
						 
 
WHAT IS THE MAIN ISSUE?  Part II

Suppose you are one of the editors for Colby-Sawyer College's student run newspaper The Courier.   The attached article, which should address the items in the following bulleted list, was submitted to be published in The Courier.  You need to critique, evaluate,   and make editorial comments on the article to give it to the author to revise his/her work. Make sure to use “Track Changes” feature of Microsoft Word.  On the Review tab, in the Tracking group, click the Track Changes image.  You also need to make sure that the article has addressed all the issues listed below.  Focus particularly on evaluating the quantitative information.  Does it really address the problem or does it distort the issue somehow?  What quantitative information is not included which is important to understand the issue?  Is the quantitative information presented in the best way possible?

· In your opinion, what is the main issue we face as a society?

· Give a convincing argument why this is a main issue.  

· Give an idea about the magnitude of this problem. 

· Find at least three websites that address this particular issue in general and give the URL of the web sites.   

· Which one of the website(s) mentioned above gives the most reliable information?  What characteristics of this website(s) make the information reliable? 

· Which one of the websites mentioned above gives the most convincing argument about the importance of the issue?  What makes this argument convincing? 

· Which one of these websites uses quantitative information (such as data, graphs, and numbers) on the issue to show the magnitude of the problem?  If none of the websites you listed above uses quantitative information, find another website which uses.   Include this website in your article and summarize the main quantitative information you found in this website and discuss if you find this argument convincing or not.  Give your reasoning. 

· Propose a solution based on what you know, what you learned to deal with this issue.   
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