Writing Assignment                                                   Name:

 							 
Learning Goals
· Develop students’ ability to give logical, persuasive arguments
·  Understand and use information presented in the media
· Enhance students’ written communication skills

 
WHAT IS THE MAIN ISSUE?  Part I


Suppose you are writing an article for Colby-Sawyer College's student run newspaper The Courier.   The assignment is to describe what you think is the main issue we face as a society.  You are asked to address ALL the issues listed below.    

· In your opinion, what is the main issue we face as a society?

· Give a convincing argument why this is a main issue.  

· Describe the magnitude of this problem. 

· Find at least three websites that address this particular issue in general and give the URL of the web sites.  Do not select just any website that has information on the issue; pick ones that make it clear how important the issue is.   

· Which one of the website(s) mentioned above gives the most reliable information about the issue?  What characteristics of this website(s) make the information reliable? 

· Which one of the websites mentioned above gives the most convincing argument about the importance of the issue?  What makes this argument convincing? 

· Which one of these websites uses quantitative information (such as data, graphs, and numbers) on the issue to show the magnitude of the problem?  If none of the websites you listed above uses quantitative information, find another website which uses.   Include this website in your article and summarize the main quantitative information you found in this website and discuss if you find this information convincing or not.  Explain your reasoning.   Include copies of the tables or graphs, or cite the numbers presented.

· Propose a solution based on what you know and what you learned

This work will be graded based on completeness.  
  Semra Kilic-Bahi and Ben Steele	  		Colby-Sawyer College 
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