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These two graphs are different representations of the same tax cut – one called Republican Math and one called Democratic Math.

Question 1.  Describe what the data in each of these graphs represents.  Can both of these graphs be correct?  Explain why or why not.

Question 2.  Why is the percent decrease in taxes for families in the $10,000 to $20,000 income bracket 3.4% while these families receive only 1.3% of the tax cut?  Give an example that shows with actual dollar amounts that this is possible.

Question 3.  Can the amount of the tax cut be determined from the information given in the two graphs?  Why or why not?

Question 4.  If one assumes the tax cut is $245 billion
, how much are taxes cut (in dollars) for families in the $200,000 and over income bracket?   How much are taxes cut (in dollars) for families in the $20,000 to $30,000 income bracket?

Question 5.  Assuming the tax cut of $245 billion and using your solutions to question 4, what is the total amount of taxes paid by the families in the $200,000 and over income bracket?  What is the total amount of taxes paid by families in the $20,000 to $30,000 income bracket?

Question 6:  A common argument that arises from issues related to tax cuts (as indicated by the titles of the two graphs) proceeds as follows:  Republicans allude to the idea that taxes are cut uniformly for all income brackets, while Democrats point to the fact that the bulk of the tax cuts go to the wealthy.  How is this so?  Why did people in the $20,000-$30,000 bracket get a larger tax cut than the $200,000 and over bracket (3.9% to 2.9%) yet the people in the $200,000 and over bracket get a larger share of the tax cuts? 
� The agreement in Congress on the 1995 tax cut was $245 billion over seven years.





