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The big assignment:
In “Class in America—2003,” Gregory Mantsios uses statistics, case studies, and a bit of logical reasoning to arrive at seven “realities” about class in America. For your argument paper, you will need to use similar ingredients to make an argument about class in America in 2008. You will begin your work by finding cases to study and statistics to interpret. Then, you will examine your evidence critically and develop your own reality or realities (aka thesis or theses) about the status of class in America today. The following short assignments will help you on your way.
This is the part of the assignment that is most concerned with writing with numbers:
Short Assignment 1:
For the first part of this assignment, you will need to seek out some statistics. Like Mantsios, you must make sure that the stats you use (the raw materials of your paper) are reliable. He uses statistics from sources such as the IRS, the U.S. Census Bureau, and The World Bank.  You should attempt to find similar statistics that are more current. Once you have these stats, please begin to weave them into your writing. You will need to show how your interpretation of the statistical evidence has led you to argue your thesis. For this assignment, write at least two paragraphs that rely on statistical evidence.  Your paragraphs can resemble those in Mantsios’ section on “The Economic Spectrum.”

