Physical Geology Laboratory (GEL 103)
Course Syllabus
Instructor Information
Kate Kramer				Instructor Office Phone: 815.479.7877
Office: B255 J				Instructor Email: kkramer@mchenry.edu
[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructor Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday 11:30-1:30pm, Tuesday 11:30-12:30pm or by appointment

Objectives of this Course:
The following laboratory exercises have been developed in order to make you more aware of the relationships that exist between you and the environment at both the macro and micro levels.  It is not the intent of GEL 103 to follow the scope and sequence of GEL 101.  Since no prior knowledge of environmental science is necessary for successful completion of each laboratory exercise, the exercises will supplement the text and vice versa.

In the final analysis, the value gained by you from these laboratory exercises is entirely dependent upon you; for instructions, instruments, books, teachers, and laboratories are only tools for learning.  How much you actually learn, is dependent entirely on how much time and effort you put into the laboratory exercises.
Required Lab Manual:
Laboratory Manual for Physical Geology, 1st edition, Ludman & Marshak, published by W.W. Norton. ISBN # 978-0-393-92814-3
Evaluation Techniques:
1.) Lab Practical – 2 Lab Practicals will be given, each worth 100 points. 
2.) Lab Assignments- Each completed lab is worth 30 points. All lab exercises = 450 points. Labs will be collected and graded at my discretion; some labs will be hand checked in lab. 
3.) TMYN- We will be using a supplemental math website to prepare for some of the weekly labs. Modules and assessments will be completed PRIOR to the assigned lab for that week.  All TMYN modules = 350 points. 
4.) Attendance- It is VERY important that you attend lab. Diligent participation, as well as content of written material is considered in evaluating laboratory work. Each lab attended is worth 10 points. If you do not attend the entire lab, you WILL NOT receive any points for attendance. 
Office hours are for those students who attend lab. The instructor will not repeat classroom instruction for non-attending students.
5.) Field Trip- more information to follow.
Missed Labs and Lab Practicals:
Please let me know BEFORE class if you will miss class, be late, or need to leave early. You must take exams during class on the scheduled day (unless you are taking the exam with special needs). If for some reason you need to miss an exam, you MUST contact me BEFORE the exam and schedule a time to take the exam. Make up exams will only be given in cases of genuine, officially documented need. I DO NOT offer make up work for unexcused absences. 
Primary Grading Basis:
Your grade is based on the total points possible in the course.
Lab Practicals (2 @ 100 points each)		200 points		Grading Scale:
Lab Assignments (15 @ 30 points each)	450 points 		A – 90% and above
TMYN Modules					350 points		B – 80% - 89%
Attendance (15 @ 10 points each)		150 points		C – 70% - 79%
						1150 Total 		D – 60% - 69%
						Points Available 	F – below 60%







								
	Class Meeting Date
	Laboratory Topic
	TMYN Module Due 

	August 22nd 
	Lab Orientation
Lab 1: The Metric System, Measurements, and Scientific Inquiry 
	Pretest
Unit Conversions

	August 29th 
	Lab 2: The Way the Earth Works: Examining Plate Tectonics
	Rearranging Equations

	September 5th 
	Lab 3: Minerals 
	Density

	September 12th 
	Group & Individual Study of Minerals
	

	September 19th 

	MINERAL PRACTICAL
Lab 4: Minerals, Rocks, and the Rock Cycle
	

	September 26th 

	Lab 5: Using Igneous Rocks to Interpret Earth History
	

	October 3rd 
	Lab 6: Using Sedimentary Rocks to Interpret Earth History
Lab 7: Interpreting Metamorphic Rocks
	

	October 10th 
	Group & Individual Study of Rocks
	

	October 17th 
	ROCK PRACTICAL
Lab 8: Earthquakes & Seismology
	Graphing Overview


	October 24th 
	Lab 9: Studying Earth’s Landforms and Working with Topographic Maps
	Topographic Maps and Slope

	October 31st 
	Lab 10: Interpreting Geologic Structures on Block Diagrams, Geologic Maps, and Cross Section
	

	November 7th 
	Lab 11: Groundwater Intake / Wastewater Treatment Village of Lakewood
	

	November 14th 
	Lab 12: Glacial Landscapes Glacial Park
	

	November 21st 
	NO CLASS THANKSGIVNG BREAK
	

	November 28th 
	Field Trip*
	

	December 5th 
	Lab 14: Interpreting Geologic History
	

	December 10th -13th 
	FINAL EXAM WEEK 
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