Written Assignment Sessions	 			Wes Boberg, Ridgewater College
Purpose:  Provide students an opportunity to read scientific literature, express understanding of scientific content and write a summary of the written work.
Objectives:
1)  Use an online resource to access a specific scientific article.
2)  Read the specified article.
3)  Express understanding of the content through a “quiz” in D2L.
4)  Evaluate understanding of the content based on class discussion of the quiz results.
5)  Further express understanding of content with a follow-up writing activity.
6)  Repeat assignment with other assigned articles.
Procedure:
1)  Go to http://discovermagazine.com and login with: 
(the login access may be down so all materials are available.)
2)  Click on the “space” link and then scroll down to the “  “ article – chose it.
3)  Read the whole article (print it out if desired); take notes on content (who, what, when, where, why).
4)  As posted in the schedule each student will take the 4 question quiz in D2L – no make up work permitted.
5)  The lecture after the quiz is taken we will review the results of the quiz and discuss the article.
6)  Each student will then write a summary of the article as described below and submit it by the due date either by hard copy or electronically (email or drop box in D2L.)
Plagiarism is illegal (either from the source or another student) and will result in a failing grade; late work will result in a lower grade. 
Write a paper that contains a summary of content and a personal reflection/opinion in at least one full page.
All papers must meet the following formatting conditions:
		a)  Typed or word processed
		b)  no greater than double spaced
		c)  one inch margins
		d)  no larger than 12 point font (no bold faced selections)

	All papers must meet the following content and technical requirements:
		a)  Separate title page
		b)  Minimum of one full page of text (does not include any identifiers or headings) 
		c)  Separate reference page with a full reference or references (contains all components)
		d)  No more than two (2) direct quotes (sentence length)
		e)  Use appropriate sentence and paragraph structure
		f)  Check for spelling and punctuation errors (proof read and spell check)
		g)  Opinion statements must be well written and supported by the resource(s).

Grading (out of a possible 32 points):
1)  The quiz will count for 8 possible points (2 points for each of the 4 answers).
	a)  Answers must be clearly written, thoughtful and in complete sentences
	b)  Accuracy of the answer is not as important as the effort.
2)  The written paper will count as 24 possible points (see rubric) and based and the procedures listed above.



	

	CATEGORY
	6 points
	4 points
	2 points
	0 points

	Reference(s) on separate page 
	Source(s) provided as directed and contain all required components
	Source(s) provided as directed but missing one or two required components
	Source(s) provided as directed but missing more than two required components
	Source(s) not provided as directed

	Length of summary
	 
	
	Body of text meets or exceeds the minimum of one full page
	Body of text is less than one full page of text

	Title page 
	 
	 
	Separate title page included
	Separate title page is missing

	Formatting conditions 
	 
	All formatting conditions are meet
	One or two formatting conditions not applied (must be typed)
	Not typed

	Content - summary 
	Summary is well written, no spelling or punctuation errors; no more than 2 referenced quotes
	Summary has up to three errors or minor technical problems; or more than 2 referenced quotes
	Summary has many errors and/or technical problems, hard to read and understand, too many quotes
	Summary lacks any understandable structure or meaning; Exhibits a poor understanding of writing skills

	Content - opinion 
	 
	Opinion statements are apparent and well written - no errors
	Opinion statements are vague, unsupported and/or contain errors
	no opinion given
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