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Below are my Arc View maps.  I chose to map the world, with the precipitation layer highlighted.  On the second map, I also displayed the legend to help interpret the first map.
My map highlights areas where there is the most precipitation (parts of South America and Africa – rainforests areas) and where there is little precipitation (Northern African, most of Antarctica and parts of Asia).

GIS data requires a reference point in the form of latitude and longitude.  Any data connected to a location can be brought into the program.  For example, data about the states in the United States can be viewed using GIS, but connecting to the location data can be a table of a variety of attributes include population, area, median age, etc.  This could make it possible to select or highlight all states with a median age of greater than 30, for example.
We used a data set with earthquakes during our activity, but additional data that can be added includes rivers, lakes, volcanoes, cities and towns and precipitation…plus, lots more!  All these data sets have latitude and longitude to define a precise location on the map.
I have one short question.  I included two screen shots – one with the legend and one without, because I couldn’t figure out how to size the legend so I could display both the map and the legend at the same time without one layering over the other.  Is there a way to do this?
Otherwise, thank you for the lesson!  I look forward to next week! 
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