





Name: ________________________

MIT Entrepreneurs Competition

Your task is to convince investors to give you money to start a business.  One thing that will help the success of your business is location, location, location!

I. Share ideas in your group

1. What type of business you are interested in?

2. What kind of information would you need to determine a good location for your business?

II. After talking in your groups and sharing ideas, individually answer the following questions about the business want to start.

1. Product or business service: ____________________________________

2. Who would want to buy your product (e.g. what is your “demographic” – age, gender,…) 

____________________________________________________

3. What would be a good location for selling the product (ex: city vs. country, in a big or small town, near a busy road or off the beaten path, near the T, etc.) 

_____________________________________________________

4. Why would this be a good location? 

_____________________________________________________

Using GIS data

Use the GIS tool to help you decide on a location for your business. Select different layers to gather information that would help you determine a good location. When you select a layer, decide whether that layer provides useful information for your decision or not. Complete the table below to explain your reasoning for keeping a layer on or off.

* Remember Queries can be used to make information more specific to your business needs. 

	Massachusetts GIS Data Usage

	What is the product you plan to sell? ________________________________

	
	
	

	GIS Data
	Did you use? (Y or N)
	How did you use this data? Or Why was this data not useful? 

	COLLEGES
	
	

	MBTA
	
	

	Hiking Trails
	
	

	Bike Trails
	 
	 

	Major Roads
	 
	 

	Major Streams
	 
	 

	Open Space - parks, forests, golf courses, conservation lands, cemeteries
	 
	 

	Town Population
	 
	 

	Towns
	 
	 


Your final products: Convince the investors to give you the money!

1. A map that has the relevant layers turned on and displaying the location of your business.

2. A short presentation to the group answering the questions below that will convince the “investors” to give you the money for your business.

1. What is the business: ______________________________________________

2. What is your proposed location for the business: _________________________

3. Explain the layers that you used and why they were helpful (use the information in the table for this part.

Extension: If you have time, prepare the following.

1. What other information would you have liked to have in order to make the decision about where to place your business?

2. Draw a picture of your business or location of your business.

