Using GIS to Develop Your Business Plan – Lesson Plan
Total time 75 minutes

Materials:
GIS Map, worksheet
Procedure: 

1. Introduce Lesson:

You are an entrepreneur. You are looking to make your hobby or an interest you have into a profitable business.  Your business needs a location to attract your customer and sell your product and or service.


You must select an effective location, and justify this location to market your product/service, to convince your financial partner to finance your first business. (5 min)
2. Students will talk to their neighbor about what product they will sell and answer a series of question regarding their target audience and location. Direct students to 1st section of worksheet (5 min.)

3. Introduce the GIS map demonstrate how to locate the map on the computer. Point out layers we have given them to use. Introduce the chart listing each layer. Remind of useful features. (5 min.)
4. Instruct students to open the map (students should refer directions regarding how to locate/ open map) (3 min)

5. Students work independently to determine the best location from which they will sell their product. Students will fill out chart detailing how they use (or don’t use) each set of GIS data. (30 min.)
6. Students will be directed to the “Final Products” section of the worksheet and asked to summarize their work in preparation for sharing. 
7. Students will break into 3 groups and share details about the location they decided to build their store/ sell their product. They will share what information they used and why they think the location will be successful. (10 min)

8. We will come together as a group and ask a representative from each group to share some details of their work. (5 min)
9. If Time: At the conclusion of this session, you will evaluate your product location in your small group and may be selected to face the “panel of judges” and have your new business awarded the financing you need. The will be awarded the TERC Entrepreneur of the Week.

Extensions: Refer to questions at the bottom of the worksheet. 
