How Was Your Summer?

A Look at Evaluating Information

“How was your summer?” is a common question heard at the beginning of the school year.  That question is often answered based on our opinions of the summer.  We may base our answer on how many trips we took, how healthy we were, how often we cooked out, or what the weather was like.  Most of these things are personal interpretations.

To really look at information, we must use measured information, or data, to make an analysis.  This past summer seemed to be unusually rainy and cooler than usual.  In order to see if this is fact or opinion we need to look at what scientists call “quantitative” information, that is, measured information.  When measured information is recorded and organized it is called data.  Scientists at the National Weather Service measure all types of conditions related to weather.  This information is used to predict future weather and to see if changes are occurring in the normal patterns of weather and climate.
We will use data to analyze weather information from Summer 2007 and Summer 2008.  In that way, we can make an informed decision about whether the weather was any different this year from last year.
