DataTools Investigation Planning and Documentation Template

Please include your initials in the file name of the electronic version of this document.

Use this template to:

1. Guide the planning of your investigation

2. Share your plan online with your DataTools colleagues

3. Report on the implementation of the investigation

• Complete Part 1 and upload the template to the DataTools Web site during the online collaboration period that precedes implementation.

• Add information to Part 2 and upload the entire template (Parts 1 and 2) to the DataTools web site during the online collaboration period that follows implementation.  
Part 1 

Your Name______________________________Date________________________

Grade(s) taught___________________________

Key Parts of an Investigation

· Question(s)

· Goals

· MA state frameworks

· Overview & approximate time

· Dataset(s)

· Analysis tool(s)

· Main steps for analysis techniques

· Background information

· Example product(s)

· Student handouts for data collection & analysis

· Support for student inquiry

· Reflections on Implementing the Investigation (complete after implementing)
Investigation Question(s)

Investigation Goals
MA State Frameworks

Overview & Approximate Time
Dataset(s)

Analysis Tool(s)
Steps for Data Analysis
Background Information

Example Data Analysis Product(s) (i.e. graph, map, image, etc.; something you expect students to be able to create during the investigation)
Student handouts for data collection & analysis (can attach these separately):

Support for student inquiry (List strategies this investigation will use to promote student inquiry)
_______________________________________________________________________

Part 2

COMPLETE Part 2 AFTER YOU HAVE IMPLEMENTED THE INVESTIGATION

Today’s Date__December 12, 2008______________________

Number of classes that used the investigation______four__________

Approximate number of students who completed the investigation___90_____

Paste an example of student work (final graph, student analysis, etc.) from the investigation
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Reflections on Implementing the Investigation
· How you feel the investigation went with students? 
· It went very well.  The students were engaged with the experiment the entire time.  They were very excited to be able to use the laptops to graph their data.  They have used EXCEL before in computer class and were able to easily follow the direction given on how to create their table and graph.  I feel that this was a good introduction to using EXCEL in the classroom and it was a great way to get my expectations on it to the students and a way to encourage students to use technology in a different way in the classroom. 
· Were you satisfied with the level of student engagement? What sorts of questions did student ask? What insights did they have? How proficient are they in using the software?
· The students were very engaged when they were using the laptops.  It was great that they each had their own and were able to create their own graph using their own data.  This gave them the motivation to create a graph that they were proud of and would show off.  We were able to print off the graphs and display them in the classroom.  Students analyzed the graphs they created and tried to see a connection between height and splatter size.  They thought about the scientific method and discussed the importance of controls and variables.  They were quite proficient in using the software.
· How will you carry out this investigation differently in the future?
· I will have more surfaces for the students to experiment on. I would allow more time for the students to present their graphs to their peers as they really enjoyed this aspect.  I think that I would also have them do some kind of advertisement that would enable them to use their graph as a marketing tool to consumers.  I think that practical application of why people use graphs and tables would help them synthesize their experience.






