_______________________________________________________________________

COMPLETE THIS LAST SECTION AFTER YOU HAVE IMPLEMENTED THE INVESTIGATION

Today’s Date: October 27, 2008
Number of classes that used the investigation: Four (4) Science Classes
Approximate number of students who completed the investigation: 96
Paste an example of student work (final graph, student analysis, etc.) from the investigation  

* See attached folder of all student samples

Reflections on Implementing the Investigation
· How you feel the investigation went with students? 

This investigation went well. Students, never having had experience with Excel, were patient and eager to learn. One thing I wish I could have changed but certainly feel students will take better care next time is the fact they (a few) were less than enthusiastic about collecting data by hand but after having few pieces of information to work with realized how important the work prior to getting on the computer was.
· Were you satisfied with the level of student engagement? What sorts of questions did student ask? What insights did they have? How proficient are they in using the software?

Students were engaged each step of the way. Students were asking questions faster than I could answer them. They were insightful in figuring out how to navigate the tool bar and once they learned about the chart tool and formatting, well their assorted work speaks for itself. I feel they are not proficient yet in using Excel and because Excel has such capabilities—are we ever proficient? Some were excited to find this program on their home computers and I am always looking for ways to have students utilize this program more. I also see students making connections when they see documents that were created on Excel. 
· How will you carry out this investigation differently in the future?

I would make certain students are recording as much information as they can. But part of the investigation was the discovery and exploration in Excel with lots of data and a small amount for comparison. I also would have liked the students from the summer program to have assisted me in this first use of Excel simply because I was instructing without the use of a projector so I did a lot of running around and asking students to freeze, listen, watching to see if they were in the right place, etc. Perhaps those students can assist me later on but it is difficult to get them out of classes.
