Economic education at community colleges

Meeting, Jan. 5, 2012 ASSA- Chicago

Convened by Mark Maier, Glendale Community College, mmaier@glendale.edu

Participants: Steven Balassi, Joel Beutel, Tisha Emerson, Lisa Gloege, Monica Hartmann, Gail Hoyt, Fangxia Lin, Mark Maier, KimMarie McGoldrick, Mark Mitchell, Scanlon Romer, Supriya Sarnikar, Julie Smith, Scott Simkins, Sue Stockly,  Hal Wendling

Summary of issues discussed, what we can do, and tasks allocated
1. Maintaining contact. It is difficult to contact community college instructors to invite them to events or to establish communication channels.

What can we do? Build regional mailing list/listservs
Tasks:

· Supriya and Steven B will work on list for New England for use in promoting June 2012 Boston CEE conference (see http://www.aeaweb.org/committees/AEACEE/pdfs/Teaching_Conference_2012.pdf). Note registration opens March 1 and conference will fill quickly. 

· Steven B and Mark will use the California list already prepared by Steven, Amber and Eddy to promote 2013 ASSA in San Diego (see below)

· Build this project listserv. It contains about 60 names. Please send additional names to Mark.
2. Community college instructors are not using currently-available communication resources such as tch-econ. 

What can we do? Better connect community college instructors with tch-econ listserv. (Note to subscribe http://org.elon.edu/econ/tch-econ/#subscription) There are efforts underway to better promote tch-econ and to improve its archiving capabilities. Once this is in place, should we start a thread on community colleges? How should we promote its use of by community college instructors?
Tasks:

· Mark will report on Bill Goffe’s work on the issue. 
· Are there other volunteers to work on this project?
3. Community college instructors are not participating in large numbers in AEA –sponsored economic education conference or in ASSA. One reason is that sessions may not be of interest to community college instructors, or perhaps these instructors are unaware of the sessions that would interest them. It was noted that community college instructors will be more interested in sessions related to principles courses, both content and pedagogy in those courses.

What can we do? Make certain that community college instructors know about conferences, in particular those occurring close by. Create program guides so that instructors know about econ.  ed. sessions at ASSA. Propose and present sessions about community college instruction or of particular interest to community college instructors.

Tasks:

· As noted above, email lists will be prepared of community college instructors in the New England area for the June CEE conference and in the CA/AZ area for the 2013 ASSA meetings in San Diego. 

· Still needed: There is the possibility of a community college session at the June 2012 CEE conference. Ideas, volunteers? This needs to be done very soon.

· Volunteers needed to promote these events. Once the email list is ready, we can easily send out a blast with links to the conference registration. However, it was also suggested that we target deans, chairs and others.

· Mark will make arrangements for a meeting of economic educators interested in community college instruction at the 2013 San Diego ASSA.
4. Community college instructors attend regional conferences in relatively large numbers. However, such conferences aren’t available in all regions. Also, many conferences have little follow-on activity that would help community college instructors stay in contact or work together on teaching/learning projects.

What can we do? Successful conference was organized by Gail Hafer and others as part of St. Louis FED event (see  http://www.stlouisfed.org/education_resources/events/?id=287) Follow-on material is being prepared by Gail.

John Min and Bruce Madariaga are organizing a conference for Jan. 21, 2012 in Washington, DC.  
We can learn from ongoing regional conferences such as those organized by Gail Hoyt in the KY/OH/IN area.

Tasks:

· Brian Lynch and Monica Hartmann are exploring the possibility of a conference at the Chicago FED. We need to look ahead to possible conflicts with Coast conference, tentatively scheduled for Oct. 2012.

· Other ideas for regional conferences. Jeff Sarbaum is considering a possible North Carolina-based meeting.

5.  Many community college instructors are isolated, often in single-person departments and do not have easy access to interaction with other economic educators.  

What can we do? In addition to increasing participation at the national and regional events listed above, we could create smaller more informal groups in which instructors would work on economics teaching/learning issues. Currently this project is supporting five Knowledge Exchange Networks. Others could be created. Also, it was proposed that we better promote the approach.

· There was interest in a Knowledge Exchange Network looking at online instruction. This might itself be an online exchange and thus not limited to a region. Please contact Mark if you are interested in coordinating or in joining such a group.
· Other local Knowledge Exchange Networks? 
· Mark will work on a web page that better describes and promotes the approach.
Other ideas that were discussed, but not assigned follow-up tasks.

· In many states there are groups working on articulation between community college and transfer institutions and other groups working on student learning outcomes. Can we work with these groups?


· The St. Louis FED has a web site with data already for use in principles courses. See http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/ Could community college instructors be involved in designing such activities? Scott Simkins and Hal Wendling expressed interest in such a project.

· The program Mathematica can be used to create activities in principles courses. See http://www.wolfram.com/solutions/education/higher-education/uses-for-education.html  Scanlon Romer is interested in this approach.


· Can we integrate blogs into our courses? Lisa Gleoge recommended Welker at http://welkerswikinomics.com/blog/  See also blogs discussed at the AEA session summarized in 'Dim Sum for the Mind': Economics Blogs Engage Policy Wonks and Students <http://chronicle.com/article/Dim-Sum-for-the-Mind-/130263/>
 

