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This course is part of the University of South Florida’s Foundations of Knowledge and Learning Core Curriculum.  It is certified for the Natural Science requirement and for the following dimensions:  Critical Thinking, Inquiry-based Learning, Quantitative Literacy, and Environmental Perspectives.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is delivered over the internet (on-line) through Blackboard, and therefore we do NOT have any class meetings, not even for the first day.  The dramatic landscapes seen in our national parks can leave lifelong impressions.  This course is designed to provide students with a basic understanding of geology and the theory of plate tectonics.  The course content focuses on the diverse geologic features of our National Parks and society’s need to protect and preserve these features.  Over the course of the semester, you will come to realize that our Earth is a dynamic and ever changing planet.  There are three graded elements to the class: quizzes, exercises, and a final exam.  Work for this course involves essay writing exercises, quantitative exercises using Excel and critical thinking and inquiry exercises.  
OBJECTIVES

At the end of this course in Geology of the National Parks you, the student, will be able to define key geologic terms, describe lithospheric plate motions according to the theory of plate tectonics and identify the geologic features that occur at each type of plate boundary.  You will infer processes and plate tectonic boundary conditions beyond the boundaries of our National Parks by analyzing and describing geologic features. You will be able to illustrate Earth’s internal processes responsible for the formation of volcanoes, mountain ranges and earthquakes and external processes responsible for erosion and deposition.  With this foundation in basic geology, you will make observations, collect data, and make interpretations of the geologic history of an area in a National Park by analyzing the prominent geologic features.  You will use these features to order the processes that created them, identify the processes that work to break them down, and summarize direct and indirect anthropogenic and natural impacts.   You will make calculations, graph data of various types, discuss trends, compare values, and interpret implications of the data.  Ultimately, you will be able to infer which geologic processes created features in different areas throughout the Earth.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Define key terms and essential concepts.

2. Analyze geologic features within our National Parks and relate them to plate tectonic processes.

3. Evaluate the geologic similarities and differences of our National Parks.
4. Demonstrate proficiency in the use of simple Excel functions to perform basic calculations.
5. Apply the theory of plate tectonics and basic geologic concepts to features seen throughout the world.
6. Calculate, graph, describe and interpret data and predict its implications.
7. Summarize anthropogenic impacts on our parks.
BOOK
Lillie, Robert J., 2005.  Parks and Plates: The Geology of our Nations Parks, Monuments, and Seashores.  W.W. Norton & Company, New York, NY
Quiz and final exam questions come from this book!

PREREQUISITES
There are no prerequisites for this course.

EMAIL

Please send all emails through the email access in Blackboard.  If for some reason you must use a different email address, please identify yourself (First and last name, course & section number).  If you are having your USF email forwarded to a different email, beware!  Frequently when students do this (especially to an aol address), my emails are returned undelivered, and students think I am not responding.
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS
Students with disabilities are responsible for registering with the Office of Student Disabilities Services in order to receive special accommodations and services.   Please notify me during the first week of classes if a reasonable accommodation for a disability is needed for this course.   A letter from the USF Disability Services Office must accompany this request.

For information regarding religious holidays, please see: http://isis.fastmail.usf.edu/usfgc/gc_pp/acadaf/gc10-045.htm.  Please notify me during the first week of classes if an accommodation for a religious holiday is needed.
ON-LINE WORK

Quizzes:  There are 11 quizzes, and the questions come directly from the chapters in the textbook (one quiz for each chapter).  Students should make an outline of the chapter to study for the quiz.  KEEP THE OUTLINES FOR EACH CHAPTER TO STUDY FOR THE FINAL EXAM.  You must take all of the quizzes.  You may attempt the quiz only one time, and it must be taken before the due date for the unit.  I will drop your lowest quiz grade.  

If you see a ! grade for a quiz, it means that you went over the time limit (20 minutes), and I need to approve the grade.  The score is usually preserved, and I will generally approve it, if it is very close to the 20 minute time limit.

If you see a lock symbol for a grade, you are locked out and cannot do anything to fix it.  I need to clear the lock--e-mail me ASAP.  Your answers will not be preserved, and you will need to retake the quiz.  A lock happens when you get knocked off the internet while taking the quiz or if you use your BACK button to get out of it, so try to avoid that.  Don't save quizzes; the timer keeps running.

Try not to take quizzes on the night they are due—Blackboard has problems with lots of people trying to do the same thing at once.

Quizzes are graded by the Blackboard system automatically upon submission.  As soon as you finish the quiz, go to the grade book and make sure you see a value for a grade.  If you see either of the symbols mentioned above, email me so I can clear the symbol, and you can retake the quiz if necessary.

Exercises:  You DO NOT need the book to complete the exercises.  There are 11 exercises.  You must do 10 (Exercise 11 is optional and will replace a low or missing exercise grade).  The instructions are on Blackboard.  Written exercises must be 1-2 pages in length (single spaced AND in the form of an essay).  Notes for successful written exercise submissions (does not apply to exercises 1 and 4 which are quantitative in nature and done in Excel):

- Please put Name, Date and Exercise # on all exercise submissions.

- Email or contact me immediately with problems with submission!

-“Paragraph form” or “essay” means complete sentences and punctuations... answers like “Yes” or “No” are incomplete and therefore incorrect.

- Do NOT include the numbers or original questions in your submission. This should look like an essay.
They must be clear and thorough and address the statements and questions posed in each exercise.  
- If you are writing about new geologic terms and processes, explain what they mean and how they work.  I know, of course, but I want to know that you know, so don’t just toss jargon around.   

The written exercises are graded on spelling and grammar as well as content.  EVERYTHING must be in your own words.  Do NOT submit exercises with complete paragraphs (or even several sentences) from the website with quotation marks around the paragraph.  That is plagiarism.
Write your essay in a word processing program, and use the spell and grammar check before submitting it.  DO NOT TYPE YOUR ESSAY IN THE COMMENTS SECTION WHERE EXERCISES ARE SUBMITTED
To submit an exercise, click on the link below the exercise instructions labeled “view/complete” and browse for the file you saved as a Word document (.doc) or rich text format (.rtf) document (see below).  Then click submit.  KEEP YOUR COPY UNTIL YOU HAVE A GRADE.  IF SOMETHING WENT WRONG WITH THE SUBMISSION, YOU CAN SEND IT AGAIN. If you are sharing a computer with other people, save your document on a jump drive, cd, etc. so that others do not have access to your work.
When your exercise has been submitted successfully, you will get a message to that extent.  You should also look at your grades.  A successful submission will show an “!” meaning that I have it, and it is waiting to be graded.  You can only submit one paper per exercise, so make sure it is correct before you click on the submit button.  Although a grade may appear earlier, don't expect one until up to a week after the due date.  There are many students in this course; papers are graded as quickly as possible.
Students often ask "can I work with a friend" and the answer is yes and no.  You can talk out the questions and answers, you can go on the virtual field trip together, but each of you must write-up your own answers.  

Really Important—on Formatting:

The university supplies me with Microsoft Word, so I can read your essay if you also use Word, and I cannot if you use Works, or Word Perfect, or Word Pad, or any other word processing program.  But, there is a universal format called Rich Text Format, so if you are not using Microsoft Word, simply use your SAVE AS command, and choose Rich Text Format from the pull down menu when you save your work.  (Be sure that the file extension is changed to .rtf)  If you are using Office 2007 an extra letter may be added to the file extension (Ex: .docx or .xlsx) when you save your document.  You must delete the “x” from the end of the file extension.  In the “save as type” drop-down menu choose: Word 97-2003 Document(*.doc), or Blackboard will not accept the exercise.
Also:  Blackboard has trouble accepting documents from the Safari Web browser.  If you are using a MAC, you need to download Mozilla Firefox from firefox.com (free download) and use that browser when submitting exercises for this course.  

Grades of 0 or 1:

A grade of 0 means I cannot read your exercise (usually due to wrong format).  You need to resubmit it, probably first changing the format or name (see above).  The digital "Drop Box" is for any exercise that needs to be resubmitted after the deadline.  You must have my permission to submit an exercise using the drop box for any reason other than a "0" grade.

A grade of 1 (a red flag to me) means you violated the plagiarism policy (see below).
DO NOT EXPECT TO SEE A GRADE UNTIL UP TO A WEEK AFTER THE DUE DATE!
ALL WORK (QUIZZES AND EXERCISES) MUST BE SUBMITTED BEFORE THE DUE DATE.  LATE SUBMISSIONS ARE NOT ACCEPTED.

Policy on Plagiarism:

Some students turn in essays that are identical to those of other students.  Some students cut and paste written information from websites and put quotation marks around the information.  Others merely reword sentences that they read from the websites.  All of these are considered plagiarism, and all are strictly forbidden by all academic codes of ethics.  Do your own writing.  If I see any of these forms of plagiarism, you will see a grade of “1” on your exercise.  You will not be allowed to continue work in this course, and you will receive an FF grade for academic dishonesty.  This is a Zero Tolerance policy.  
The University of South Florida has an account with an automated plagiarism detection service allowing instructors to submit student assignments to be checked for plagiarism.  Your assignment is automatically submitted through this service when you click on "view/complete".  Assignments are compared automatically with a huge database of journal articles, web articles, and previously submitted papers.  I will receive a report showing if and exactly how the paper was plagiarized.  Any paper with more than 50% copied text will be deemed plagiarized.  For more information, go to http://www.ugs.usf.edu/catalogs/0304/adadap.htm#plagiarism.
Due date of Units and Readings:

Each unit includes a quiz and one exercise


Unit
Chapter (Lillie textbook)


Due
Quiz
    Exercise


1
Plate Tectonics (ch 1)



01/22
  1

1




2
Geologic Features & Processes (ch 2)
01/29
  2

2


3
Continental Rifts (ch 3)


02/05
  3

3



4
Passive Continental Margins (ch 4)

02/12
  4

4

5
Subduction Zones (ch 5)


02/19
  5

5




6
Collisional Mountain Ranges (ch 6)

02/26
  6

6


7
San Andreas & other Transform

03/05
  7

7





Boundaries (ch 7)


8
Oceanic Hotspots (ch 8)


03/12
  8

8



Spring Break (March 16-21)

9
Hotspots beneath Continental

03/26
  9

9



Crust (ch 9)


10
North American Craton (ch 10)

04/02
10

10


11
Accreted Terranes (ch 11)


04/09
11

11 (Optional)




FINAL EXAM




04/16
The units will all be open at the beginning of the semester, so you can work ahead if you like, but they will close sequentially according to the schedule above, promptly at 11:59 pm on Thursdays.  So work ahead, but do not fall behind.  Units will not be reopened.  NOTE:  I do not sit at my desk until midnight.  Typically, if a student has an issue with a quiz or exercise submission after 5:00 pm on Thursdays, I will not address the issue until Friday morning.  I encourage you to work ahead to avoid late work issues!
FINAL EXAM
The final exam will be given on-line on Thursday, April 16, from 9:00 am - 9:00 pm.  You will have one hour to complete the exam within that time period.  The exam consists of 50 multiple choice questions from the book.  As stated above under the “quiz” section, students should make an outline of each chapter to study for the quiz, and keep the outlines to use as a study guide for the final exam.
GRADING
I use the +/- grading system.  Your grade will be based on the quizzes, exercises, and final exam according to the percentages below:

Work



total points

% of grade

Quizzes (11, drop one)
   100


15%

Exercises (10)

   200


60%


Final exam


   100


25%

S/U Grades

S/U stands for Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory.  You may choose this grading option instead of the standard A-B-C-D-F scale.  The University allows you to do this as long as the course is not required for your major.  If you choose this, you must earn a C- or better to get an S grade.  An S grade gives you credit for the course, and the course will still count toward your natural science requirement, but it does not figure into your GPA.  If you earn a U, it also does not figure into your GPA, but you get no credits for the course.  If you would like to take this course S/U, just e-mail me BEFORE the end of the third week of classes.  I will mark your request in the grade book.
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