We have aligned our course offerings so that mineralogy and geoscience processes are offered in the fall semester of students’ sophomore year with sedimentology and structural geology offered in the fall semester of the students’ junior year.  This allows field trips for the courses to be held in tandem and projects in the courses often overlap.  Our field camp has evolved from a 6 weeks course offered during the summer semester to a series of two 3 week courses.  This structure has allowed students to take summer jobs (especially internships).  It also is easier for students who are parents to make child care arrangements under a 3 week schedule as opposed to 6 week schedule.  The first field course is offered in the 3 week “Wintermester” between the fall and spring semesters.  This is an ideal time to work in the field both in El Paso and Death Valley where portions of the camp are held.  The second field course is held during “Maymester” immediately after finals week of the spring semester.  The weather is still usually reasonable in El Paso at the start of Maymester and at least one week of the course is held in more northern locations in New Mexico, Utah or Colorado.

