PSA Script Assignment 
[bookmark: _GoBack]By R. Olson, modified by J. N. Rooney-Varga
Read the chapter on storytelling as a means to convey scientific content by Randy Olson:  
[bookmark: _ENREF_1]Olson, R. 2009. Don't Be Such a Poor Storyteller. In Don't Be Such A Scientist:  Talking Substance in an Age of Style. Washington D.C.: Island Press.

Using storytelling techniques as described by Olson (2009), write a one-page script with a clear three-act structure.  The overall template for this three-act structure includes:
1. Begin by defining the question that your film will be built around.  Then figure out the following:
2. First act: introduce your subject, then, end by establishing a source of tension or conflict by posing your question.
3. Second act: explore possible sources of resolving the tension, meaning possible answers to your question.  By the end of the third act you are pointing towards the answer.
4. Third act: you answer the question, thereby releasing the tension.
5. ALL IN SIXTY SECONDS!

An example of a script written by a former student is given below.

1) MATERIALS FOR YOUR VIDEO
SUBJECT: You should identify someone as a possible spokesperson who would be kind enough to take an hour for an interview.  While not required, it can be helpful to identify an effective spokesperson in advance for any narrative components of the video.
B ROLL:  this is the supplementary visual material your subject can provide or you can film yourself. The B roll can include any stock video material, still images, or proposed footage you’ll shoot or download from online sources.
YOUR PITCH:  You will get EXACTLY THREE MINUTES to make your pitch presentation to the class. We will be using a stopwatch to make sure you don’t go over. Be sure to rehearse it a number of times.  Your classmates will vote to determine the top pitches (the top 1/5 will be produced by the class).
TITLE:  You must have a title. See if you can come up with a title that makes you think.  Questions almost always make for good titles. Run your title by friends, see if they can guess what the film would be about.
AROUSE AND FULFILL: Try to use the basic simple rule of “arouse and fulfill” for the structure of your presentation. Begin by presenting something – a question, a hint, a piece of logic – that will make your audience want to hear more (the arouse part), then describe a film that would fulfill that curiosity.
IMAGES:  You are allowed to show three images total in your pitch. You are not allowed to include video, although you can use still frames from a video.
HUMOR AND SINCERITY:  Both are powerful and effective elements in film, but need to be used judiciously. If in doubt, keep them out. But if they work, use them.
ENDING: Try to have something close to a written ending sentence for your pitch so that you end on something more than just, “um … that would be my film.” Have something closer to, “This film, structured around the temperature database I’ve mentioned, will reveal the scope change over long time scales.”
VOTING:  After all the pitches are presented, we will all vote for our top 1/5, the votes will be tallied, the top vote getters will be the projects, and everyone else will be randomly assigned to be crew members for each film.
Lastly, take a few minutes to look at some of the student videos from the past six years of doing this exercise at the CAM (Climate Education in an Age of Media) Project website:  http://cleanet.org/cced_media/cam_tv/index.html.  They should give you some inspiration and ideas, although notice that some are better than others in conveying their messages.


Title:  “Blinded” 

Subject:  Climate change impacts given inaction to address climate change

Question:  What are the consequences of our refusal to face climate change?

Four individuals stand before the scene. All blindfolded.  Alternating close ups on their faces.  Words spoken in the background and so the faces are expressive: solemn, confused, angry.

Below, A, B, C, and D refer to each blindfolded individual.

ACT 1:
A: What if I asked?
B: What if I asked?
C: What if I questioned?
D: What is climate change?
A: What is climate change?
B: Just what does a 4 degree increase in temperature really mean?
C: Does it really mean crop failure?
A: Drought?
D: No food on the table?
A: World Wide Famine?
B: What about my health?
C:  your health?
D: Health of my children?
A: Diseases such as malaria
B: West Nile
C: Air pollutants
D: All increasing
A: What about increasing extreme weather?
B: Tornadoes
C: Floods
D: Fires
A: More and More
B: Until we couldn’t stop it
C: Until we could not stop it
D: Until we pass the tipping point

ACT 2:
A: But what If I didn’t want this
B: What if we all didn’t want this
C: What if we stood up
D: To fossil fuel corporations
A: To Chevron
B: To Shell
C: To Exxon
D: What if we switched
A: To Solar
B: To wind
D: To Biking
C: To less
D: to Less
A: To lessen our Carbon Footprint

ACT 3:
Narrator: Because if we don’t …
CLOSE UP SHOT OF YOUNG GIRL OUTSIDE, HOLDING A BLINDFOLD AND ABOUT TO PUT IT ON.  SLOWLY PAN AWAY FROM GIRL
Narrator:  what will we be doing to her?




Video Script Example 2
Title:  Gas Zapper

Subject:  Promoting awareness of how difficult it is to “solve” the climate change problem

Question:  Is climate change easy to solve?

Act 1: PICTURES OF SOME OF THE DAMAGE CLIMATE CHANGE CAUSES (BLACK AND WHITE)… SALES PERSON WALKS TOWARDS THE CAMERA “Aren’t you sick of this crazy weather flooding your fresh cut lawn? Aren’t the food shortages just killing you? And aren’t you just saddened by all those commercials about cute dying polar bears?”

Act 2: Well lemme tell you, so are we. That’s why we invented Gas Zapper! HOLD PRODUCT IN HAND. This state of the art product lets you clean up the environment, and have fun! The lightweight machine zaps away heat trapping gasses in our atmosphere with just one shot! On an extended car trip? Zap away all your emissions quickly and effortlessly. It’s even safe for the kids. 

Watch this demonstration as the laser comes in contact with the evil greenhouse gas and it strips it of all its heating power. With this product you can feel like you are part of a global initiative.  Now other competitors claim that you can’t stop climate change that easily. They know nothing because they obviously haven’t seen what this baby can do.

Don’t be fooled because it’s like a video game this is not only for teens. Your mom will love it! Your eighty year old neighbor will love it! Everyone will love it! 

TURN TO OLD GUY TALKING:  “I love zapping, I never thought I could do anything to help the Earth but now I can get rid of harmful green house gases and get some great exercise too. What else could anyone ask for?” THUMBS UP
Get this amazing gadget for just 2 easy payments of 19.95! That’s 2 easy payments of 19.95. Do your part! If you call now you will get a free mini zapper for you car, an 80 dollar value, with your purchase!
Order now at 1-800-zap-a-gas

Act 3: If you were super excited and wanted to start killing harmful gases right away… then we are sorry because this product does not really exist.  Unfortunately, this is a totally made up commercial and this CO2 zapper POINTS TO PRODUCT is just a piece of cardboard and nothing more. But you can put forward this excitement to find out what you can actually do to help against climate change. There is no easy solution to climate change. We have to change our habits to change our world. Act now.  
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