Geology 206 

The poster project
Each student must present their own poster project.  A poster is a visually-oriented stand-alone presentation of a topic. You must present your poster in order to receive credit for this assignment. 

Topics for Poster Projects:
      The topic must be related to the evolution of the Earth.  This includes paleogeographic (history of past landscapes) and paleontological topics.  You should check with me about the topic of your poster before turning in your abstract. 

Your poster must include the following elements: 

• A title and your name should be prominently displayed. The title is usually less than fifteen words long. Make the letters in your title at least two-thirds of an inch tall ( = 48-point or greater type). 

• An short abstract that summaries the main points of you poster. (See info on abstracts below.) 

• A poster is designed around several graphical elements (photographs, drawings, maps, or graphs).  You should have at least three, but no more than ten graphical elements. Each graphic element should have a caption that briefly explains its significance to the topic.  Arrange the graphic elements so that that they help tell the story of your poster and illustrate the main points.  You may use pictures or graphs, etc. copied from other sources, but you MUST reference the source of all graphic elements. In addition, you need to include at least one graphic element that you have produced yourself (a photography you took, or map, graph, or diagram that you have drawn yourself). 

• The text of the poster should contain around 300 to 600 words (but I won’t do an exact word count).  Be sure that you have both captions for the graphical elements and some body text to tie what the graphics show into the larger idea. You must reference the source of the figure in the caption (if you made the figure, include your last name as the reference). The text must be typeset. Use at least 18 point type  for the captions and the body text. Hints: Do not paste 8.5 by 11 inch sheets of paper covered in text on the poster board. If you use the exact wording of a source, place that wording in quotes; don't plagiarize! 

• The bibliography of your sources must be shown in one of the bottom front corners of your poster. Use standard research paper format for the bibliographic entries (for instance, they should all start off with an author's name and include the date published and the title of the publication) whether the source is a book, magazine or journal article, internet website, or an interview. Ask me if you are unclear about the format or check out the following web sites.  You must have at least 4 different sources.  You may use your textbook as one source, and you may use reliable web sites, but you must have least one must be a book, magazine, or journal article that are currently in print form. Do NOT plagiarize; this includes lifting whole paragraphs off the internet (even if you reference the paragraph)! 

Bibliography format: http://www.liu.edu/CWIS/CWP/library/workshop/citapa.htmshown on the following page: 

Book:   Okuda, M., & Okuda, D. (1993). Star trek chronology: The history of the future. New York: Pocket Books.      

Newspaper Article:  Di Rado, A. (1995, March 15). Trekking through college: Classes explore modern society using the world of  Star trek. Los Angeles Times, p. A3.  

Websites:   National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Jet Propulsion Laboratory. (2007). Mission could seek out  Spock's home planet. Retrieved January 7, 2009, from PlanetQuest: Exoplanet Exploration.  Web site:  http://planetquest.jpl.nasa.gov/news/planetVulcan.cfm  

The poster session itself will be June 4, 2009. As you enter the room, you will get two "poster evaluation" forms. You will peer review two other posters, according to the directions on the form; you will turn in these forms.  

Poster abstract


Writing an abstract of a larger publication you have researched is a crucial skill for any profession. For the poster project, please write a short (about 75 to 100 words), one-paragraph abstract about your poster. This will be due May 21 at 3:00 p.m. The abstract must be typed/word-processed and will be worth 10 points. The abstract may be submitted as a paper or disk copy or submitted as a MSWord or text attachment by e-mail to: khoppe@greenriver.edu (do clearly title the e-mail “GEL 206 poster abstract”) 

The format of the abstract should be as follows:
Author (that’s you) in Bold

TITLE (IN ALL CAPS)
Body of the abstract 

For example:
Kathryn Hoppe, Green River Community College
ADDRESSING DISTANCE LEARNING PROBLEMS IN GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

      A great majority of geology courses tend to rely on multiple choice exams as the principle method of student evaluation. As a consequence, students are tested on definitions and anecdotal information rather than on a synthesis of course material. One solution to this problem is to have students write essays using a “natural language” text reader that will use common writing pattern and matching algorithms in order to prompt and guide the student at appropriate times.
Writing informative abstracts
Abstracts are often the least considered but most important part of any project. Most readers of a journal will read most of the abstracts, but very few will read the full papers. Perhaps 95% of readers will read only the abstract.
      The abstract should not be a table of contents in prose; neither should it be an introduction. It should be an informative summary of your poster. Tell the reader about your topic, but not how the poster is organized. The main points of your poster must be summarized.  

Style: Do not write in the first person in any form. Thus, not only should you avoid "I", but also "we", "the author", "the writer" and so on. Again, this is because the abstract should be about the topic, not about the act of writing.

Poster Evaluation  Form



Reviewer's (Your) Name:





(40 points + 10 possible Extra Credit)

You should evaluate the 2 posters to the right of your own poster: 

Author of the poster you are evaluating:

 

Title of the poster you are evaluating:

Rate all categories on a scale of 1 (poor) to 3-7, depending on scale  (= excellent)

The author's name and the poster title are clearly stated and visible from a distance.


0
1
2
3



The poster topic is relevant  and the poster has a logical flow/format that ties all of its parts together well.


0
1
2
3


The poster contains few, if any, spelling, punctuation or grammatical errors.


0
1
2
3




The poster makes good general use of visual or other graphic information; this includes having captions for pictures- that explain the  graphic (3 points) and REFERENCE it’s source (2 points).


0
1
2
3
4
5


The poster makes good use of at least one graphic element produced by the author of the poster.


0
1
2
3
4
5


The poster has a bibliography, complete with 3 references listing authors, date, title and, if applicable, website update dates and sponsoring organizations and contains a non-textbook, non-web-based references.


0
1
2
3
4
5


Overall, the poster had good design and you learned from it.


0
1
2
3
4
5


Author of poster was able to speak about the subject in a clear, precise, organized fashion.


0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7


Your Question: (4 points) Ask the presenter a question about the poster's topic; record your question and their answer on back of this sheet.

When you have finished evaluating the assigned posters review the other posters in the room:  Ask another presenter a question about their poster's topic record your questions and their answers on back of this sheet.
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