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Formal Writing Assignment

During this semester students are asked to write a formal paper related to the theme of the class.  The students may choose to write a persuasive argument paper, an analytical (compare and contrast) style paper, or an objective research-style paper.
Students will explore a major question that includes at least one of the topics explored through class discussion. Some examples include: discussing whether creationism belongs in public schools, exploring the evolution of the creationist movement in the United States or how public perceptions of science has changed since the formal introduction of the theory of evolution. 
Students write the paper in a series of steps (Dates are given for Spring, 2009, to give a sense of pace):

1) Thesis Statement:  Submission of a thesis statement for the formal term paper.  Due date:  Wednesday, February 4th.  

2)  Outline:  Submission of formal Outline for term paper.  Due Date: Wednesday, February 11th.

3)  List of Bibliographic Sources:  Submission of bibliography for term paper with no less than 10 sources, half which must be books or articles available offline.  Due Date:  Wednesday, February 18th.

4) Rough Draft:  First draft of formal research paper.  Due Date: Wednesday, March 23rd.

 5) Final Paper:  Final paper due April 15th.  
Basic Guidelines for both the rough draft and final paper:

Length: At least 2000 words (not including Works Cited page)
Font: Times New Roman

Margins:  1” 

Type size: 12 point

Formal Style:  MLA format  Specifications:http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/
Contents:  Effective title, Introduction, body, conclusion, and Works Cited page

References:  Minimum of ten, five of which must be available offline (e.g., newspaper, magazine and 
journal articles)

