Syllabus
Geology and the Environment
SUNY Empire State College

This course is offered as an introduction to Earth Science. Material covered will include a description of the Earth, its major features and the processes responsible for their formation. Major topics will include plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanism, climate change, and Earth resources. Emphasis will be placed on demonstrating the interaction between our civilization and the environment. This course meets the general education requirement in Natural Science.

Overview
This course is divided into seven modules, plus an evaluation of the instructor to be completed at the end of the course. Each module contains a "Module at a Glance", "Content Guides", "Written Assignment Area", and "Discussion Area".
Module 1: Icebreaker
Module 2: The Earth
Module 3: Earthquakes and Volcanoes
Module 4: Surface Features
Module 5: Water Resources
Module 6: Earth's Climate
Module 7: Earth Resources
The course content will be aimed at introducing students to natural systems that operate to shape our environment. Importantly, the course content will be determined based upon the degree that these earth systems impact humankind. By necessity there will be a certain amount of new technical terminology introduced that you will be required to become familiar with. Being familiar with the different features and systems of the Earth will enable you discuss in a more rigorous manner how civilization is impacted by or impacts upon our planet.
This course is aimed to enhance your ability to understand current news events.
Please be prepared to spend approximately 12 to 15 hours per week (reading, research, discussions, writing) over the next 16 weeks to complete this course. I think you will find this course interesting, challenging and thought-provoking. I'm looking forward to getting to know each of you and working with you this term.

Module Topics, Readings and Learning Activities
Module 1: Introduction/Icebreaker
Duration: 1 week
READ: Chapter 1
DO:    
* Introduce yourself in the "introductions discussion"
    * Participate in the discussion
    * Complete self-test
    * Identify a web site relevant to earth or environmental science, and perform a written evaluation as outlined in the "multi-part questions." (Found in the written assignment area)

Module 2: The Earth 
Duration: 2 weeks
READ: Chapters 2 and 3
DO:
    * Participate in the discussion
    * Complete written assignment

Module 3: Earthquakes and Volcanoes
Duration: 2 weeks
READ: Chapters 4 and 5
DO:
    * Participate in the discussion
    * Complete written assignment

Module 4: Surface Features
Duration: 2 weeks
READ: Chapters 6, 7 and 10
DO:
    * Participate in the discussion
    * Complete written assignment
	
Module 5: Water Resources
Duration: 2 weeks
READ: Chapters 8 and 9
DO:
    * Participate in the discussion
    * Multi-part written assignment   

Module 6: Earth's Climate
Duration: 3 weeks
READ: Chapter 11
DO:
    * Participate in the discussion
    * Multi-part written assignment

Module 7: Earth Resources
Duration: 3 weeks
READ: Chapter 13, 14 and 15
DO:
    * Participate in the discussion
    * Complete written assignment or the lifestyle project

Late Policy
Assignments are due on the date specified in the course schedule. If you turn in work after a deadline, I will subtract 2 points for each day the assignment is late. If you know you are going to have a conflict, please contact me before the due date to arrange for an extension. If you ask for an extension after the due date, I'll subtract late points from the due date to the date that the extension was requested. Of course, I understand that genuine emergencies do arise. In this event, I will do my best to be understanding.

Final Course Evaluation
Final course evaluation will be based on the following percentage weight of each type of Learning Activity:
Participation in Course Discussions 50%
Minimum 2 posts per week, but discussion grade is largely based on content, rather than number of posts. High-scoring posts contain substance, add new information to the discussion, and draw from outside sources that are cited. Personal opinions are useful but don't generally add "substance" to the discussion. Posts such as "check out this link..." are much less useful than a written summary of the website, written in your own words, followed by the link for further reference.
Written Assignments 40%
Written assignment questions are due at the end of each module, with the exception of module 7 which has a different format. Answers to written assignments must be
Attendance 10%
You need to participate in this course each week. That can be a discussion post, submitting an assignment, or writing a private message. Sending me an email does not count as participation. 	
 
How to succeed in this course
 Welcome to Geology and the Environment!   I have taught this course for several semesters, and based upon past experience, I like to share these reminder tips on how you can best succeed in the course.  All of this information is outlined elsewhere in the course information documents, but this gives you another reminder.
    *  Make a MINIMUM of 2 substantive discussion posts per week.  The idea is for discussions to be interactive, so don’t wait until the last day to post you’ll lose points.
    * Attend regularly, ie. at least once a week.  For attendance to count you must do something interactive in the course that week, ie. post to the discussion, do the self-test or have some kind of recorded on-line contact or posting at least once a week.  If you log in but don’t post then I have no way of knowing you were participating and it doesn’t count towards your weekly attendance.
    * Complete all of the written assignments. 
    * Cite your sources for the answers to your written assignment questions, even if it’s the book, you should still cite it.
    *  Use outside sources to inform your discussion posts, and then CITE those sources!
    * Do the reading, but even if you haven't yet finished the reading for a particular module, don’t let that keep you from participating in the discussion.
    * Ask questions!  If there’s something you don’t understand, even if it seems like a dumb or silly question, ask it.  For very general questions you can use the Questions section at the end of each module.  Or if you feel more comfortable, use the Private Folder.  
 EVERY TIME YOU LOG IN:
    * Read the newsflash.  I often post important or timely information there
    * Check and read your Private Folder. This is my primary means of communicating with you.
    * You should of course also be checking, reading and/or posting to the current module discussion.
Stay in touch!  If something arises where you need more time for an assignment or you’re having difficulty participating in the discussions, let me know.  I’m willing to work with you to make this a successful and positive learning experience.  However, keep in mind, staying involved in  the discussions is critical.  If you are having computer problems, you are still expected to participate fully.  You’ll need to find an alternate computer source – most public libraries have free computer/internet access.
Did I say, make a MINIMUM of 2 substantive discussion posts per week?  Discussion participation is worth 50% of your grade – if you don’t participate you’ll get a low grade.
Thanks and good luck!
