Volcanoes Writing Assignment #2 (worth 5% of final grade)
Due on Wednesday, March 22. Submit on Blackboard website.
(modified from original exercise by Paul Howell, University of Kentucky)
Assignment:  Write an original work of fiction that includes aspects of the eruptive behavior of stratovolcanoes and the types of hazards that accompany stratovolcano eruptions.  These aspects may appear as plot elements, or setting, or in some other fashion.  Fiction? Really?   Yes.   You can choose whatever style of fiction you like.

Readings:  You’ll need background information.  Textbook readings and at least two more additional webpage (or book) references that provide additional helpful information about stratovolcanoes and their eruptions and hazards are required.  Note for your use in reading: stratovolcanoes are also commonly called “composite” volcanoes, but are never called “shield” volcanoes or “cinder cones”.

References Note: In order to get full credit, you need to include some references.  You may work some really good ideas in that you learn from studying about other “real” volcanic eruptions, and these should be referenced.  Normally references are not required (or expected) in works of fiction, but we’re grading your factual backgrounds as well as the quality of the fiction.

Reference Style: Refs from webpages must be referenced in the following fashion:      “Title of webpage”: organization name, date browsed.  URL (web address).  

Example website reference (this is a good starting point, but not one you’ll need to reference; this is just here to show you how to write a website reference):

“CVO Menu, Mt. St. Helens”: USGS/Cascades Volcano Observatory, Vancouver, Washington, Oct 9, 2003.  http://vulcan.wr.usgs.gov/Volcanoes/MSH/framework.html.

Required:  Make this an actual work of fiction, with interesting characters, dialogue, plot, intrigue, etc.  Put as much geological information (factually reasonable, of course) into this story that it will hold without destroying the artistry of your literary work.  Remember that most word processors have spelling checkers associated with them for your convenience (and your grade).  Humor is appreciated (a lot of grading to do here).  Once, someone submitted an original instrumental piece, but they included along with it a report of how to interpret the different parts in terms of the geological progression within an eruption sequence at a stratovolcano.  It was pretty good, actually, and met our requirements nicely.

Length:  No length minimum or maximum.  In all likelihood, a limerick will be significantly lacking in completeness, no matter how well conceived.  We doubt anyone will write a novella in a week, but if so, we’ll grade it.
Grading Rubric (points awarded out of 5 possible):

5 pts = Decent plot and character development, well-written with grammatically correct sentences (or poetically reasonable meter); your geologic information is factually correct, and the depth of information is at a suitable college level for this class (informative, not just the minimum).  Your work clearly shows that you’ve learned something (geologically) about stratovolcano eruptions and hazards.  Your references cited are reflected in the geological information you've covered.

4 pts = Either the story or the geology suffers from one or more minor problems with presentation or with correctness/completeness of information.  On the whole, however, it is a passable college-level work of geological fiction.

3 pts = Work meets the minimum requirements for the assignment, but generally lacks creativity or has problems in presentation, content, or completeness. You showed that you've learned something about this type of volcanic hazard, but you fail to demonstrate this well enough to deserve a really decent grade.

0 pts = Work turned in, but fails to meet college standards.  Has substantial flaws in presentation and content/completeness. Not worthy of any credit toward showing that you've learned a significant amount about this type of volcanic hazard, or showing that you're capable of turning that knowledge into a work of fiction.

[In effect, we will pick up your submission to grade it and assume that it will be worth 4 points, unless you either (a) Impress us so much with your effort, knowledge and abilities that we give you 5 points, or (b) Disappoint us with errors or lack of effort that makes us drop you to a lower grade.]
