Report of  Email Poll
Prepared by Ellen Iverson

Introduction

This report summarizes the results of the Email Survey administered to a random sample of 475 geoscientists in November of 2005.  The survey was designed by the team of Ellen Iverson, Cathryn Manduca, and Sean Fox.  The goals of the survey were to gain a better understanding of the geoscience faculty’s awareness of  http://serc.carleton.edu website and what kinds of materials they are seeking on the website.  The survey also sought geoscience faculty’s awareness of the On the Cutting Edge workshop program

The emails of 475 geoscientists were provided from AGI as a random sample.  The email survey had a 43% return from email.  In order to ensure the integrity of the pool we followed up with a 10% group of non responders (selected using random number table).  The non-responders did not demonstrate any bias existing in that they showed even high awareness of both the serc.carleton.edu website (50% YES) as well as the On the Cutting Edge program (42% YES) and website (50% YES).

Results
Question: Have you ever heard of the websites on geoscience teaching housed at serc.carleton.edu?

Answer:  33% YES aware of website

Question: have you used the serc.carleton.edu website?

Answer: 25% YES use the website

Question: Have you ever heard of the On the Cutting Edge workshop series for geoscience faculty?

Answer:  34%  YES aware of program

Question: Are you aware of the On the Cutting Edge website for geoscience faculty?
Answer: 22% YES aware of the website

· Random sample of 475 Geoscientists

· Email survey 

· 43% return from email

· 90% confidence level

· 7% margin of error

Protocol

Geoscience Faculty member,

We are trying to ascertain community awareness of several NSF funded websites developed to assist geoscience faculty in their teaching.  Your information is extremely important to us, because you have been selected as a member of a small but representative sample.  The accuracy of our data depends on a high response from this group and is critical to understanding the impact of these NSF funded projects.  We would greatly appreciate it if you could take a minute and respond to questions below before November 30th.

1)
Have you taught any undergraduate geoscience courses in the last two years?

2)
Have you ever used a website to prepare for teaching a topic on geoscience?

3)
Have you ever heard of any of the websites on geoscience teaching housed at serc.carleton.edu?

a.
If yes, have you used the serc.carleton.edu website?

4)
Have you ever heard of the On the Cutting Edge workshop series for geoscience faculty?

a.
If yes, have you participated in a workshop?

5)
Are you aware of the On the Cutting Edge website for geoscience faculty?

a.
If yes, have you used the On the Cutting Edge website?

6)
May we follow up with you at a later date with an online survey or 10 minute phone interview?

The information that we gather through this survey will allow us to understand the potential impact of these websites.  Be assured that your privacy is important to us: the individual survey responses will remain confidential and we will not identify you by name in any of the subsequent publications of the research results.

Our thanks in advance,

Cathryn Manduca, Carleton College

Heather Macdonald, College of William and Mary

David Mogk, Montana State University

Barbara Tewksbury, Hamilton College

