Instructors notes for Google Earth and Meandering Rivers assignment
1. I don’t bother trying to get a computer lab for this activity and instead just ask students to bring laptops. As long as more than half of the class has laptops, this works fine. It doesn’t work to have more than 2 students share a computer, but 2 works really well (they get to talk with one another and learn more). 
2. Make sure they have the most recent version of Google Earth installed as this lets them use historic images. I remind them of this the previous class as well as by email the night before. 
3. My class really likes having an end-of-class wrap up, so I highly recommend that. Otherwise they feel like some people got different information from informal discussions with me. I usually show them areas on my laptop and then have someone volunteer to answer the questions related to that site. 
4. My students have used Google Earth in class before when they do this assignment. If they haven’t, you may need to explain how they can get to historic images or use the measuring tool. 
5. I should put together a kmz file with locations, but haven’t. Flying to the towns near the rivers works well enough. 
Answer to the question about bedrock meanders:
This is an active research project that is going on in Taiwan by a group at Lamont. As they explained it to me, bedrock meanders form in tectonically active areas. The rivers undercut the outside of a meander bend a little and it causes a landslide. The landslides are the process that increases the amplitude of meanders over time. 
Follow up: I end with them looking at an area that they will be taking field measurements in the following class. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Evaluation: I use this for a formative evaluation.  Since we follow up with a trip to a real river where they get to see these things, grading doesn’t seem so necessary. If I were to grade it, I would probably use a 1, 2, 3 system where I just put them into “no depth” “decent answers” and “excellent answers” piles. 
