GEOL 420 Geomorphology

Spring 2008


Instructor:

Dr. Amy L. Brock  

Assistant Professor Geology



Office: 119 Tillman Hall




Phone:  (309) 298-1516



Email:  AL-Brock@wiu.edu

Office Hours:
Monday 8:00-9:00 am and 2:00-3:00 pm, Wednesday 2:00-3:00 pm, Friday 8:00-9:00 am, or by appointment.


Students may also contact me through email.  I check my email at 8:00 am each morning on weekdays. I will try to respond by the end of the day.  If there is not a subject in the subject line your email will not be read.  I will not accept forwarded emails. 

Lecture:
Monday and Wednesday 1:00-1:50

414 Tillman Hall

Laboratory: 

Thursday 10:00-11:50




414 Tillman Hall

Materials:

Process Geomorphology (4th Ed.) by Ritter, Kochel and Miller
Purpose of the class:
Geomorphology is the study of landforms. This class is designed as an introduction to the geomorphic processes that shape our planet and create the landforms that we see today.  
Weekend Field Trips:
There will be one, 4-day, mandatory field trip for this class. Please make plans accordingly.  The field trip will run to Mammoth Cave, Kentucky.  We will be camping in campgrounds during the Mammoth trip so you will need a tent, sleeping bag, etc.  We will discuss the logistics and planning early in the course.  There will be a possible 1 day field trip to observe soils in the local area.  We will discuss the timing and logistics of this trip in class.
Point Distribution: 
The distribution of points during the semester will be as follows:



Exam 1 
100 points




Exam 2

100 points




Final Exam
150 points




Quizzes

75 points (5pnts each)





Lab Exercises
260 points (13 labs at 20 pnts each)




Field trip presentation
50 points
Grading Policy: 
Final grades will be assigned according to the following schedule. 

Grade





      Total Points
  A





          662-735
  B





          558-661


  C





          515-557

  D
`




          441-514

  F





          below 441
Attendance:

Attendance is mandatory.
Cheating, Plagiarism, and Academic Dishonesty:

You are required to be familiar with university policies and procedures in the current WIU Undergraduate Catalog.  Importantly, we follow the policies on Cheating, Plagiarism, and Academic Dishonesty that are stated in the most recent WIU Undergraduate Catalog and can be found at www.wiu.edu/policies/acintegrity.shtml.  In the hopes of deterring incidents of cheating and/or plagiarism this class employs a “ZERO TOLERANCE” policy meaning that if a student commits cheating or plagiarism they receive a grade of F for the class.

Learning Environment:

The classroom is intended to be a place of learning. Disruptive behavior  may result in an administrative withdrawal from the course.

Disability Services (DSS):

If you have a documented disability that may require assistance, you will need to contact the DSS for coordination in your academic accommodations.  In order to provide the proper accommodation, you must obtain documentation of the need for an accommodation through DSS and provide it to me. DSS is located in 117 Seal Hall.  The phone number 309-298-2512. You may visit their website at http://dss.wiu.edu.  If you have a special need/disability, please let me know outside of class sometime during the first week of the course.  This helps me to adjust or alter plans so that problems can be minimized and your learning experience can be maximized.
Religious Holidays:

As a general rule, a student missing a class or lab assignment because of observance of a religious holiday shall have the opportunity to make up missed work.  You must notify me by the last day of late registration if this pertains to you and a clear deadline will be set for completion of work.

Nondiscrimination:

Western Illinois University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national or ethnic origin, gender, age, sexual orientation, disability, or veteran status.

Official Extracurricular Activity:

All students who represent WIU at any official extracurricular activity have the opportunity to make up an assignment.  However, you must provide official written notification to me at least 1 week prior to the missed class(es).

Changes to Syllabus:

The following schedule is tentative; adjustments to the schedule of topics and readings assignments may be made in accordance with the rate of progress in the classroom.  The instructor also reserves the right to change a lecture topic to reflect world events.  Students will be provided with an updated syllabus if significant changes are necessary.

CLASS SCHEDULE –  Geology 420 Geomorphology Spring 2008









Date

                     



Lecture Topic



WEEK 1 Jan.14-18




Introduction to Geomorphology



 

WEEK 2 Jan. 21-25




Weathering and Soils





No class Monday 

January 21 (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)

WEEK 3 Jan. 28-Feb.1




Weathering and Soils 












WEEK 4 Feb. 4-Feb.8




Stream systems 
WEEK 5 Feb. 11-Feb.15




Fluvial processes and Landforms






EXAM 1 FRIDAY FEB. 15
WEEK 6 Feb. 18-22




Fluvial processes and Landforms 
WEEK 7 Feb.25-29




Slopes and Mass movement 
WEEK 8 Mar.3-7





Glaciers-Glacier Mechanics 
Mar. 10-14 
NO CLASSES OR LAB (Spring Break)

WEEK 9 Mar.17-21




Glacier erosion processes and landforms
WEEK 10 Mar. 24-28




Coastal Processes and Landforms










EXAM 2 FRIDAY MARCH 28
WEEK 11Mar.31-Apr.4




Karst and Caves
FIELD TRIP Thursday April 3 return Sunday April 6



WEEK 12 Apr.7-11




Arid and Semi-Arid Regions
WEEK 13 Apr.14-18




Tectonic geomorphology



WEEK 14 Apr.21-25




Volcanic features
WEEK 15 Apr.28-May 2




Catch-up week











Review for Final Exam




FINAL EXAM (Comprehensive)


Wednesday May 7th at 1:00pm in Tillman 414 (1hr and 50min in length)
