UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA, TUSCALOOSA







FALL, 2005

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY

Syllabus: Geography 363, section 17383 – Geomorphology

MWF 12:00-12:50, Farrah Hall, Rm. 219

Dr. Lisa Davis, Assistant Professor of Geography 


Contact Information – e-mail: ldavis3@bama.ua.edu, phone: 386-0442

Office Hours – M/W 10:00 – 12:00 pm or by appointment, Farrah Hall, Rm. 238

Course Description:  Geomorphology is the study of landform and landscape development.  In this course, we will use both process and system–based approaches to examine the physical, chemical, and even biological and human processes involved in landform and landscape development. We will learn about the processes involved in creating landforms and changing landscapes by reading assigned literature, conducting in-class discussions, working with topographic maps, conducting field-based research activities, and interpreting field observations in written reports.  A schedule of lectures and assignments is provided on page 2 (back) of this syllabus.  Geography 102 or Geology 101 is a prerequisite for this course. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  At the conclusion of this course, students will: (1) understand how different processes and landforms are involved in landscape development and change through time and space; (2) have practice using technical skills, including technical writing, and field-based techniques necessary to conduct basic geomorphic investigations; (3) understand the ways that the scientific method is applied in geomorphic research; and (4) have better critical thinking ability by analyzing geomorphic problems beyond basic facts and identifying connections between geomorphic processes, other natural processes, and human activities.    

Course Materials: Text - Process Geomorphology, Fourth Edition (Ritter, Kochel, and Miller, authors; published by McGraw-Hill, New York); Other – field/lab notebook and camera.
Grades:  Your performance in this course will be evaluated based on the following: 40% from exams (mid-term and final worth 20% each) and 60% from class activities (6 activities worth 10% each). 

Class Activities:  Most Friday lecture times will be used to conduct in-class activities, for which you will turn in a lab or a written report to be graded.  Unless the assignment specifies that the activity is to be conducted outside of class, class activities will be completed during the Friday lecture time.  All activities are due the Friday we begin a new activity.  There is one Saturday fieldtrip required. 
Course Policies:

Electronic Devices - All electronic devices including cell phones, iPODS, and other media devices must be turned off during class.  This policy excludes laptops and handheld computers being used for note-taking purposes only.  However, this privilege will be revoked if it is found that laptops and handhelds are being used for purposes other than note taking.  Students are prohibited from using ALL electronic devices including phones during examinations.  Students found using any electronic device during an exam will receive a zero grade on the exam.  The University administration requires such devices be confiscated at the time of infraction.

Make-Up Work in the Event of Absence - It is Geography Department policy that all make-up exams are administered on Friday afternoons at 3:00 pm in the Department of Geography.  I reserve the right for make-up exams to have a different form and/or content than the exam administered during the scheduled exam time.  Make-up exams will be given for documented medical emergencies but not doctor appointments scheduled in advance.  If you miss an exam because of a medical emergency, you must contact me by phone or e-mail the day of the missed exam and explain the reason for your absence.  Once you provide documentation of your medical emergency to me, I will schedule you to take a make-up exam.  Make-up exams will also be given for university-related activities, but I must be made aware of your involvement in university activities and be provided with documentation to that effect from the university department organizing the activity at least two weeks prior to the exam.  

Disability Services - Students who have a disability that require accommodation(s) should make an appointment at the start of the semester with the Office of Disability Services (348-4285; TTY 348-3081) to address their specific needs.  You must also make an appointment with the course instructor to deliver an accommodations letter from the Office of Disability Services and to discuss your needs within the first two weeks of the semester.

Academic Misconduct - Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, cheating on exams, fabricating or misrepresenting situations or information to your professor or lab instructor, copying the work of others on lab activities, and submitting the work of others as your own.  In the event of academic misconduct, the procedures outlined in the Academic Misconduct Disciplinary Policy (see Student Affairs Handbook) will be followed.  You can obtain a copy of the Student Affairs Handbook from the Office of Student Life and Services in the Ferguson Center.

Schedule of Lecture, Reading Assignments, and activities
	date
	lecture
	readings
	Assignments

	
	
	
	

	W Aug 24
	Course Introduction
	Chapter 1-2, Ritter et al.
	

	F Aug 26
	Geomorphic Theory
	
	

	
	
	
	

	M Aug 29
	Weathering and Earth Materials
	Chapter 3, Ritter et al.
	

	W Aug 31
	Weathering and Earth Materials
	
	

	F Sept 2
	Weathering and Earth Materials
	
	

	
	
	
	

	M Sept 5 
	Labor Day – no class
	
	

	W Sept 7
	Hillslope Processes – Mass Wasting
	Chapter 4, Ritter et al.
	

	F Sept 9
	ACTIVITY
	
	A1: Weathering and Mass Wasting Assignment

	
	
	
	

	M Sept 12
	Hillslope Processes – Mass Wasting
	
	

	W Sept 14
	Karst Processes and Landforms
	Chapter 12, Ritter et al.
	

	F Sept 16
	ACTIVITY
	
	A1: Weathering and Mass Wasting Assignment

	
	
	
	

	M Sept 19
	Karst Processes and Landforms
	
	

	W Sept 21
	Fluvial Geomorphology
	Chapters 5-7, Ritter et al.
	

	F Sept 23
	ACTIVITY
	
	A2: Hillslope Processes Assignment

	
	
	
	

	M Sept 26
	Fluvial Geomorphology
	
	

	W Sept 28
	Fluvial Geomorphology
	
	

	F Sept 30
	ACTIVITY
	
	A2: Hillslope Processes Assignment

	
	
	
	

	M Oct 3
	Fluvial Geomorphology
	
	

	W Oct 5
	Coastal Geomorphology
	
	

	F Oct 7
	Mid-Term
	
	

	
	
	
	

	M Oct 10
	Coastal Geomorphology
	Chapter 13
	                                           

	W Oct 12
	Coastal Geomorphology
	
	

	F Oct 14
	ACTIVITY
	
	A3: Basin Analysis using Topographic Maps

	
	
	
	

	M Oct 17
	Glacial Geomorphology
	Chapters 9-10, Ritter et al.
	

	W Oct 19
	Glacial Geomorphology
	
	

	F Oct 21
	ACTIVITY
	
	A4: Beach Classification

	
	
	
	

	M Oct 24
	Glacial Geomorphology
	
	

	W Oct 26
	Periglacial Processes and Landforms
	Chapter 11, Ritter et al.
	

	F Oct 28
	ACTIVITY
	
	A5: Reconstructing Past Glacial Activity from Topo. Maps

	
	
	
	

	M Oct 31
	Aeolian Geomorphology
	Chapter 8, Ritter et al.
	

	W Nov 2
	Aeolian Geomorphology
	
	

	F Nov 4
	Biogeomorphology
	
	

	
	
	
	

	M Nov 7
	Soils
	Chapter 3, pp. 58-78, Ritter et al.
	

	W Nov 9
	Soils
	
	

	F Nov 10
	ACTIVITY
	
	A5: Reconstructing Past Glacial Activity from Topographic Maps

	
	
	
	

	M Nov 14
	Soils
	
	

	W Nov 16
	Physiography of North America
	
	

	F Nov 18
	ACTIVITY
	
	A6: Hydrophobicity in Soils

	
	
	
	

	M Nov 21 
	Class Cancelled – SEDAAG
	
	

	W Nov 23
	Thanksgiving Holiday
	
	

	F Nov 25
	Thanksgiving Holiday
	
	

	
	
	
	

	M Nov 28
	Physiography of North America
	
	

	W Nov 30
	Landscape Evolution
	
	

	F Dec 2
	Landscape Evolution
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Sat Dec 3 
	Fieldtrip
	
	

	
	
	
	

	M Dec 5
	Landscape Evolution
	
	

	W Dec 7
	Class Cancelled in Exchange for Fieldtrip
	
	

	F Dec 9
	Class Cancelled in Exchange for Fieldtrip
	
	

	
	
	
	

	F Dec 16
	Final Exam – 11:30-2:00
	
	


