Model COP 9 – part III 

Now that you have written a background paper and a draft resolution I want you to refine these documents to produce an updated position paper and a draft resolution representing the views of your country on how to mitigate global warming. 

On Thursday, we will have informal meetings and discussion (aka caucusing) at Mazarro’s Coffee and Italian Market. Please come prepared to engage in specific discussion on how to mitigate climate change, along with questions for the other countries. Please prepare at least 6 specific questions and pass in these questions to me to demonstrate you have prepared. 

Next Tuesday, we will engage in the formal negotiations. Please prepare a 2-minute speech that includes your country’s position and that summarizes your resolution. 

Position Papers

Many conferences require that each delegation submit a position paper -- information outlining each delegation's policies on the topics being discussed in their specific committee. The position paper helps the delegates organize their ideas and share their foreign policy with the rest of the committee. Your position paper should be at least three pages in length, not including references. 

What the paper should include: 

The position paper should include a brief introduction and a comprehensive breakdown of the country's position on the topics that are being discussed within the committee. An excellent position paper would include: 

· the country's background on climate change, the Kyoto Protocol, and mechanisms to reduce global warming; 

· political and/or foreign policy already enacted; 

· specific actions taken by the government;

· conventions, and resolutions that the country has approved;

· quotes taken from speeches made by heads of government 

· the type of resolution the country hopes to accomplish. 

· a complete reference list 

In your position paper, I would like you to focus on three questions: 

1. How much to change global greenhouse gas emissions 

a. over the next decade

b. over the next century

2. How much of these emissions your country should be responsible for. 

3. How your country will meet these emission goals. 

and focus on two mechanisms:

4. Clean Development Mechanisms - Whether forests should be used as a carbon sink.

5. Emissions Trading

Draft Resolutions: Our simulation will be dedicated in part to negotiating agreement on draft resolutions within the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UN FCCC). All students should learn about the form and content of these types of resolutions. Accordingly, every student must write one draft resolution. These resolutions will be short, not more than one page. You should write a resolution independently, and then you will work within your delegations to refine and revise these resolutions. I have included guidelines for writing draft resolutions.
Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarism is the act of trying to pass off someone else's ideas, words, thoughts or inventions as one's own. Plagiarism may be intentional or unintentional, but it is a violation of academic integrity in either case. You must acknowledge your use of other's work when you quote them word for word (you must use quotation marks in the case of direct quotations), paraphrase, borrow ideas, incorporate factual information from someone else's work, or rely on another person's organization of material. If your paper includes uncited information and/or I suspect plagiarism, I will not grade your paper until you provide satisfactory documentation of your sources. If I discover a case of cheating or plagiarism, I will impose the most serious penalty contingent on the nature of the violation. Please see me if you still have questions about academic dishonesty.

Sample Position Paper  - Sweden

As we march into the new millennium it has become increasingly evident that it is not only wise, but necessary, for the world to reflect on the past hundred years. Things have changed rapidly in that time: socially we are more peaceful, economically we are richer, and mentally we are more aware. And with the year 2000 now behind us, the time has come that we put these developing traits to use and look towards the thing that should concern us the most: the future. As a developed country, Sweden has always felt the need to plan for the imminent years to come. Sweden has made great strides in developing an environmentally conscientious economy that is both beneficial and productive. As of now, most activities relate to "eco-labeling" of products and services: the largest, most necessary step to be taken. As a nation, the people of Sweden wish to work towards the common goal of global sustainable development and pledge "to apply themselves whole-heartedly to the task." 

Combating the Deterioration of our Atmosphere 

For more than a decade, leading scientists the world over have ranked the problem of outdoor air pollution as one of the highest risk health problems in the global community. Yet despite such conferences as the1985 Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, the 1987 Montreal Protocol, and the 1992 U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, the atmosphere is still being exploited and abused at an incredible rate. Every human life in developed countries is shortened an estimated five months simply because of the pollutants that are spewed into our air daily, not to mention the hundreds of direct - and countless indirect - affects that air pollution has on our ecosystem. As a nation deeply concerned about such issues, the country of Sweden feels that strong precautions must be made to preserve the natural state of our already altered atmosphere. 

Recognizing that many nations would choose to remain dubious on such issues, Sweden fully supports the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and urges all national governments and U.N. bodies to delegate the financial support necessary to begin mapping a comprehensive collaboration of the health of our planet. Since such information will undoubtedly take a number of years to gather, Sweden also proposes the immediate switch of all countries to an emphasis on pollution prevention rather than pollution cleanup. Sweden also supports a universal time table to be set up for the phasing out and reducing of such emissions as sulfur dioxide, carbon dioxide, ozone, carbon monoxide, CFC's, PAN's and other environmentally detrimental gases. Sweden urges for such a reduction to be done on both a national and local level by improving energy efficiency, reducing the use of fossil fuels, increasing the use of renewable energy, slowing drastic population growth, incorporating air, water, and land pollution policies, and phasing in full-cost pricing and so called "green taxes" based on the "polluters pay" principle. 
